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  Christmas Eve:  
6 pm  Children’s service at St Margaret’s, McLaren Vale 

  

8 pm  Lantern procession from the Institute Hall, Old Noarlunga up the hill to  

 St Philip & St James’ church for carols outside the church 
 

10.30 pm Carols at St Stephen’s, Willunga, with Vigil Mass  

 commencing 11 pm 
 

Christmas Day:  
9 am St Nicholas, Seaford 

 

9.30 am St Ann’s Aldinga. Bring the kids! 
 

10 am St Margaret’s, McLaren Vale 

 
    

            

Newsletter of the Pastoral District of Southern Vales, Diocese of The Murray, SA 

The Grapevine 

December 2016 

 

Proclaiming Christ in  
word and action; 

growing in care, love and service. 

 
Nativity scene  
at the Aldinga 

Advent  
Pageant  
(See p. 8) 

 

At a time when  
people argue 
against public 
recognition of 

Christ in  
Christmas, 

how blessed 
are we to have 
an opportunity 

to take the 
story of the 

nativity to the  
marketplace! AC 
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St Margaret’s Patronal Festival 
 

It was a wonderful sight on St Margaret’s Day, celebrated on the 13th of November, when a community bus pulled 
in and a crowd from St Nicholas’ streamed out of it to join others in the church.  And just as amazing was the arrival 
of some of the congregation in an enormous  truck  which took up a large portion of the car park, and left after the 
service with some of St Margaret’s surplus pews which had been sold.  
 

The Eucharist was celebrated by Fr Jeff Oake, and led by the choir, the singing  was full voice. A video clip led a  
meditation on the life and ministry of St Margaret of Scotland, to whom the church is dedicated,  and members of 
the congregation were given a framed cameo portrait of St Margaret. Thank you Jac! 
 

Following the service a magnificent spread was enjoyed in the Sunday School room, and a special bonus was having 
celebrated singer Steve Eales, son of Fr Dennis and Mary, who was visiting from Victoria, sing some old favourite 
songs. 
 

It was a celebration not to be forgotten! 

 

AC 

AC 

AC 
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What’s on  

Family Tea @ St Ann’s  
Friday 27th of January, 6.30 pm 
All welcome. Bring your friends. 

Bring food to share—or just come! 

 

Informal, family-friendly services. 
Family services next on  

4th Dec., 1st Jan. at St Ann’s, 9 am  
11th Dec. at St Margaret’s, 10 am 

 

Youth-led service 
 

18th Dec, St Nicholas’, Seaford, 10.30 am  

Family and Youth-led Services 
December 2016 
Sun 4th Family Service, St Ann’s, 9 am 
   St Nicholas’ Patronal Festival 10.30 am; shared lunch 
  Gold coin collection 
Mon 5th Mothers’ Union Wave of prayer  candle service, St Ann’s 
   9.30 am 
Tues 6th Friends of St Ann’s  6.50 for 7 pm 
Thurs 8th Colton Court Sing-along  10.30-11.30 am 
Fri 9th– Sun 11th Yankalilla Christmas Festival (see p. 5) 
Sun 11th Family Service St Margaret’s 10 am 
  Prayers for healing at the Eucharist, St Nicholas’ 10.30 
  Mission Action Plan “Recharge”, St Ann’s, 2 pm 
  Aldinga Bay Community Carols Symonds Reserve,  
   7.30 pm (Free Family Fun activities 4-7 pm) 
Tues 13th  Pastoral District Council 7 pm 
Thurs 15th St Nicholas’ Fellowship Lunch 12.30 pm followed by  
   meeting 
Fri 16th School term ends 
Sat 17th PD Christmas Lunch at the Peacock Farm  
   12 for 12.30 pm (next column) 
Sun 18th Youth Led Worship at St Nicholas’ (Nativity) 10.30 am 
  Festival of Lessons & Carols, St Margaret’s 7 pm (next  
   column) 
Tues 20th  Guild & Friends of St Margaret’s 1.30  pm  
Wed 21st THOMAS 
Sat 24th CHRISTMAS EVE 
   6 pm   Children’s service at St Margaret’s, McLaren Vale,  
   8 pm   Carols at St Philip & St James’ Church, with lantern  
     procession from the Institute Hall, Old Noarlunga (p. 5) 
    10.30 pm Carols at St Stephen’s, Willunga, with Vigil Mass  
          commencing 11 pm  
Sun 25th CHRISTMAS DAY 
 9 am St Nicholas, Seaford 
 9.30 am St Ann’s Aldinga 
 10 am St Margaret’s, McLaren Vale 
Mon 26th STEPHEN 
Tues 27th JOHN 
  Proclamation Day  
Wed 28th HOLY INNOCENTS 
 

January 2017 
Sun 1st Family Service, St Ann’s 9 am 
Sun 8th  Prayers for healing at the Eucharist, St Nicholas’   
   10.30am 
Sat 14th Saturday Night Out, Willunga after the 5.30 Vigil Mass 
Tues 17th St Margaret’s Guild & Friends 1.30 pm 
  PDC meeting, Yankalilla 
Thurs 19th Tour Down Under Glenelg-Victor Harbor.  
  Morning tea at St Ann’s 
Fri 20th Wedding: Aaron Scott & Ae Jay Ryang, St Stephen’s 6.30 
Sat 21st Tour Down Under: McLaren Vale—Willunga—Aldinga 
Sun 22nd SEM Morning Prayer 
Thurs 26th AUSTRALIA DAY 
Fri 27th Family Tea at St Ann’s (next column) 

Advent Bible Studies 

Monday  6.30 pm at 65 Endeavour Drive, 
 Nov. 21st, 28th, Dec 5th and 12th 
 

Tuesday  10.30 am – 12.00 noon in the  
 Baptistry at SEM, Nov. 22nd, 29th,  
 Dec. 6th & 13th. 
 

Wednesdays 10 am at St Margaret’s, 
 McLaren Vale 
 

And the “Jesus the Game Changer” series 
 continues at 7 pm on Thursdays at 22 
 Darwalla Rd, Aldinga Beach 
 Enquiries: 0422 817 169 

 

Granny Annie’s welcomes you any  
Thursday—except the 29th of December! 

 

12 for 12.30 pm 
 

Main course and Dessert $35. 
Tickets from your Wardens 

 

Have you got your ticket yet? 
 

Christmas Luncheon  

at the  

Peacock Farm 

Norman  Road, Willunga 

Saturday 17th of December 

 

A FESTIVAL OF  

LESSONS & CAROLS 

for Advent & Christmas 
Sunday 18th of December 
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You never know what you’ll find when you unpack 
the goods for a jumble sale! Jack  Warrington found 
and tried on a tiger outfit—which didn’t seem to 
faze the relaxed-looking horse on the bean chair!  
Trade was brisk on the day, and blessed by perfect 
weather. The cake stall and Devonshire teas proved 
popular, as did the plant stall and book stall, and we 
always enjoy the interaction with the community. 
A total of $941 was raised, and shared between the 
Restoration and Maintenance Fund and the PD  
general funds. 
       Photos: AC 

 

News from St Ann’s, Aldinga 
 

Another busy month has passed.  We are happy to welcome home Bill and Margaret after their much needed  
holiday.  More comings and goings among the congregation.   Brian and I were extended in our duties by the  
preparation and running of the Powerpoints each week… 
 
 

We thank our clergy this month once again for their generous and inspiring services with us.  This time Fr Jeff Oake 
and Fr Ted. 
 

The Bishop’s special Pastoral Letter (Sunday 23rd October 2016) was well received and our people seem to be  
prepared to move with the Walking the Way procession without too many anxieties, knowing something really 
must be done. 
 

The Cemetery continues to need much work and its appearance is very pleasing thanks to the dedication of Trish 
and Victoria and also others who pop in to spend time there.   Many many thanks to these folk. 

 

Pat Roper & Brian McMillan, Wardens. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
On Christmas Day 1949,  the Rev’d Frank Byatt of Victoria 

placed an empty bowl on the dinner table and asked his guests 

to give a gift to bring peace and hope to refugees who had fled 

the horrors of WW II. 
In a world today where too many people are facing pain,  

suffering and injustice, supporting the Christmas Bowl appeal 

is still an essential act of compassion. 



5 

 

Christmas Festival  
Nightly  

December 9-11th, 7-10pm  
Yankalilla Anglican Church Hall,  

132 Main St Yankalilla 
For all the family 

 

Soak up the atmosphere of the Christmas lights,  
decorated  fresh Christmas trees and the amazing  
variety of Nativity displays.  
 Maybe a snag from the BBQ or an upmarket 

cuppa with Christmas cake and home-made 
shortbreads  

 Have your name added to a Christmas bauble to 
place on your tree.  

 Dress up as an angel, wise man or shepherd and 
have your photo taken with a print to take away  

 Kids can ice a gingerbread angel or Christmas tree  
  Purchase from the variety of gifts available  
 Remember a loved one this Christmas and light a 

candle in the special memories room 
 

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 

Family Tea  

At St Ann’s: 

Finale for 2016 
 

The final gathering for 
2016 attracted a lovely 
crowd of people for a  
barbecue (see Bill Cale, 
above L) with Pat Roper, 
and with Felicity at the 
keyboard,  everyone 
broke into song— 
Christmas carols and for 
some reason the  
inevitable “Danny Boy”, 

led by Jack Warrington. It was an occasion to celebrate 
the coming marriage of Margaret Park and Patrick 
Greer, and  Pat Roper’s birthday.  In addition, the  
traditional “St Ann’s Chocolate Frog Award”, which 
emerges from time to time in recognition of  effort, was 
awarded to Jack Warrington for his frequent and often 
unrecognised efforts at maintenance at St Ann’s and St 
Margaret’s, Trish Frith for her  work in the St Ann’s  
gardens, and Anne Chittleborough (for something—
can’t think what—there seemed to  be a frog left over 
and looking for someone to go to).  In photo: L-R  
Margaret and Patrick, Bill Cale, Barry Bates, Felicity 
Warrington, Bob & Susan Smith, Jack Warrington 

 

 

Saturday 24th December,  8 pm 

AC AC 

AC 
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News from St Nicholas’, Seaford Ecumenical MissionSt Nicholas’, Seaford Ecumenical Mission  
 

Services: During the past month our services have again had the support of Frs Ted, David and Percy. We have 
also welcomed Fr Bob who has taken the occasional service at St Nicholas’. We are fortunate that we have so 
many people at St Nicholas’ willing to step up to assist each week, especially when people are away or unwell. 
 

Outreach  Operation Christmas Child has finished with the boxes being blessed and sent off at our recent  
combined service with the Uniting Church and Church of Christ at SEM.   
 

Youth Worship:  Although there was not a Youth Worship in October, the 
young people put on a Thanksgiving/Harvest service theme for the  
November Worship using a U-tube reflection on Advent : “What is Advent 
Again?” (well worth looking at) as part of their service, and gave out an  
Advent prayer (R) They and are in the process of planning an updated  
Nativity for the December Service.  NB   The December Youth Led Service 
will be on the third Sunday in December instead of the fourth, which is, of 
course, Christmas Day.  
 

Fellowship:  The Fellowship group put on a concert on Friday 25th of Nov. 
and provided afternoon  tea  following the concert. Jane Cuthbert and Helen 
& Colin Cook also managed to fit in being marshals at the Aldinga Advent 
Pageant that morning, which was very much appreciated. Proceeds of the 

concert were  split between Fellowship 
funds and Southern Vales PD funds.  
 

Pastoral Care  Olive Brewster passed away 
on the 22nd. Her Funeral was on the 28th at 
SEM. Several members of MU and the CWA 
attended along with her very large extended family and friends and also her 
“church” family. The funeral was catered by the Café with help from the St  
Nicholas’ Fellowship.   
 

Christine Tarry is now having palliative care, and Kathy Squire in Aldinga Life 
Care, is often still in pain.  Please keep them and their families in your prayers. 
 

SEM: Following the announcement at the recent meeting with the Heads of 
Churches at SEM, when the SEM community was informed of their combined 

decision to sell the SEM building (see STOP PRESS, November Grapevine) there has been a great deal of worry, 
anger and disbelief among many of the members of SEM.  Following that initial meeting there have been lots of 
“behind the scenes” discussions taking place on ways we can remain in SEM.   
Obviously everything is still “up in the air” a bit and will remain so until the building is sold or an alternative is 
found.  On Friday Bp John met with representatives from the St Nicholas’ congregation to listen to their  
concerns and ideas about where we go from here. Although decisions could not be made, as we have no direct 
vote in the matter, we were reassured that come what may there would always be an Anglican presence in the 
Seaford area.  How and where that will be is in God’s hands and we will continue to pray for His will to be done in 
Seaford.  We would also like to thank the members of the Southern Vales PD who attended the meeting with Bp 
John, adding their thoughts and support to the gathering.        

           Jane Cuthbert , Christine Gunn, Wardens 
 

Statement from Andrew Murray, Chairperson of SEM Committee of Management, 17th Nov. 
The Committee of Management met on Tuesday 15th November in a joint meeting with the Advisory Committee. 
This was the first opportunity for them to meet since the Meeting with the Heads of Churches on 31st October. 
Rest assured, the future of SEM was a high priority item on the agenda!  
The Committee felt that it is important to let all congregations know the exact situation of SEM. 
We are aware of a number of rumours circulating but these are not true, the building has not been sold, nor has 
any action been taken to do so. It is best for all concerned that speculation is not passed on this way. We are all 
hurting and anxious and this only adds to our angst. 
There have been some developments in the background that we are not yet at liberty to discuss, but all is not yet 
lost. In the meantime it is business as usual. The following motion was passed at the meeting: 
“That should a final decision be made to sell the building we request a minimum 6 month notice period from 
Heads of Churches so that the business of SEM can carry on as usual in the meantime and that the Pastoral needs 
of the congregations be considered.”   As soon as we have any firm details we will let you know.  

Photo: J Cuthbert 
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Guild and Friends  

Combined Afternoon Tea 
 

Members of the Guild and 
Friends of St Margaret’s, and the 
Friends of St Ann’s met at  
Oxenberry Farm in McLaren Vale 
for an end-of-year celebration. 
It’s always fun to get together, 
and it was interesting to hear of 
Fran’s and Ted’s historical  
connection with the spot. 
 

Afterwards, those who were 
able to stay bought ice creams 
and followed  the rail trail to the 
labyrinth to trace out its winding 
path. 
 

 
 

Clockwise from front: Trish Frith, Fran Pettigrew, Rupert Best (hidden) and Di, Barbara Walter, Cath Davidson, Ted  
Sandercock, Jack Warrington, Bill Cale, Trish McDonald, Anne Wilson, Jan McNamara, Margaret Cale,  
Wendy Sandercock  

 

   Congratulations!  

L: An award from the City of Onkaparinga’s “Celebrating Positive  
Ageing” program was presented by the Mayor to Nick and Zoe  
Mausolf on behalf of Dorothy and the late Wallace Mausolf. The 
award celebrates outstanding achievements and valuable  
contributions made by people of all ages, cultures and abilities to 
“positive ageing” in our communities. Nick plans to mount the plaque 
in Dorothy’s room at Estia Care, Lockleys. 
 

Above: Margaret Cale, our PD Treasurer and so much more besides, 
was presented with a Community Volunteers Award by the CEO of  
Volunteering SA & NT, Evelyn O'Loughlin and Volunteer Coordinator 
of RSPCA SA Heather McAllister. Working for Anglicare until 2015, 
Margaret has competently overseen our Pastoral District’s finances  
since 2006. This has included integrating the finances of St  

Nicholas’ (Seaford Ecumenical Mission). Among her other contributions to parish life, Margaret also heads up our 
Mission Action Plan, is part of the MAP team looking at developing a new website for Southern Vales, and provides 
powerpoint presentations for St Ann’s.    L-R: Amanda Rishworth, Margaret, Evelyn and Heather.   

 

AC 

T Sandercock 

T Sandercock 
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Another Pleasant Sunday Afternoon 
A concert to celebrate the installation of new speakers, organ pipes and cabinet for the Greg Trott organ housed at 
St Margaret’s (see below), and to raise funds for further work needed, provided a rich programme of  music and 
voice on the 20th of November. Organists Ray Booth (seated R of organ), Greg John and Brian McMillan provided 
solos, and accompanied the congregation in some rousing hymn-singing, and violinist Charlotte Baker-Simpson 

(below, R) played some delightful pieces. 
The Fleurieu Singers and the Sisters  
Ensemble contributed brackets of songs  
including “Melaleuca Dreaming” by local 
choir leader Rosemary Nairn. Linda Sanders 
and Leon Lynch sang the “Flower Duet” 
from Lakme and Andrew Lloyd Weber’s 
beautiful “Pie Iesu”. The popular operatic 
duet by Jonathon Waetford and Greg John, 
“Au fond du Temple Saint” from Bizet’s “The 
Pearl Fishers”, aroused a torrent of  
applause, and Ray  Booth with N. 
Rawsthorne’s variations on the Hornpipe 
provided a lively conclusion to the  
performance. We look forward to their next 
concert! To contribute to the Fund contact 
Brian McMillan, bmcmillan@bigpond.net.au 

Aldinga Advent Pageant 
 

More than 40 volunteers from the Anglican, Uniting, Catholic, Almond Grove, Baptist and Church of Christ made up 
the team behind the Aldinga Advent Pageant. L: Waiting for the nativity play to start: some of the hundreds of  
children and adults at the shopping Centre.  To celebrate Jesus’ birthday, each child was given a cupcake (thanks to  
Margaret Hooper and the wonderful team of bakers! ) R: A hard choice - the excitement of choosing a cupcake! 

Special Call of Synod, 5th November 
 

The special Synod at Woodcroft College was called to look at two matters: the ordination of women as deacons, and 
the proposed new Ministry Districts into which the Diocese is being divided. Observers were welcomed and invited 
to be involved, and Synod was joined by Archdeacon Mary Lewis and Dr Owen Lewis from the Diocese of Willochra. 
 

The history of women Deacons was outlined. Fr Dirk spoke against the practice and wished to have his dissention 
noted, and Joan Dare from Southern Vales spoke very well in favour of it. The motion was passed, with the Diocese 
of The Murray adopting the Ordination of Women to the Office of Deacon Canon 1985. This means that it is open to 
our bishop to ordain women to this office should he wish to. 
 

Ministry District arrangements were discussed in groups which included observers. It was an opportunity to  
brainstorm new ideas, and Archdeacon Lewis’ contributions to the discussion at the Southern Vales table were much  
appreciated. However it was clear that for some Ministry Districts whose churches are further apart from each other 
there are serious practical issues to resolve.   

 

O Busby O Busby 

AC AC 



9 

People with news of coming events or noteworthy happenings in the Pastoral District of Southern Vales to share with the rest of the parish, 

please contact the Editor, Anne  Chittleborough, at 23 The Esplanade, Pt Willunga 5173, Ph 8556 5078 or email machit5@bigpond.com.au,  

preferably by the 15th of December.    Please notify the Editor if you wish to avoid the chance of being mentioned in this newsletter . 

News from St Margaret’s, McLaren Vale 
 

We've had quite a crowd looking after the church's grounds and gardens, ducking between vicarious weather 
events to keep things looking neat and tidy. 
 

Jac Hocking's family, Greg Roberts, Bill Cale, Jack Warrington, John Carroll, Greg John and Rob Joy, thankyou all 
for youcontributions. Very much appreciated! 
 

Our flagpole (see below) is being renovated and moved nearer to the church's main sign and a hardwood cross 
will replace the flagpole in front of the memorial garden. The new cross and flagpole repairs are being carried 
out by the RSL Men's Shed. We thank them for offering to do this and look forward to these improvements. 
 

Another improvement is the repainting of St Margaret's sign, now emblazoned in garter blue, red and white. It 
really stands out and looks very cheerful and welcoming, hopefully reflecting who we are. Thankyou to Dean 
Abbot and Greg Roberts for their advice and time spent sprucing the sign up. 
 

We have had a mixture of different worship 
services and priests in the past month. 
Thanks to Frs. Peter Thomson, Bob Hupfeld 
and John Devenport for celebrating mass and 
thanks to Greg John for his PowerPoint  
presentations. All very much appreciated. 
 

Julia Drought & Greg John, Wardens 
 
Greg Roberts writes:  
We are very grateful that Dean  
Abbott (R), a professional painter and  
signwriter, came out of retirement to restore 
our St Margaret’s sign. 

A flagpole with a history! 
 

The flagpole at St Margaret’s is about to get a new coat of paint, as it moves to stand proud at the entrance to 
the church at McLaren Vale. A plaque identifies it as a flagpole with a history, and Roger Bennett tells its story: 
 

It began as a flagpole on the Government Printing Office when this was an old galvanised iron shed on the back 
of what is now the Old Legislative Council Office in North Ter-
race, next to Parliament House. In 1908, in the time of Roger’s 
grandfather Richard Edward Elmore Rogers, the Government 
Printing Office was rebuilt in King William Road, behind Gov-
ernment House, and the flagpole was no longer required. 
(The building was later knocked down to make room for the 
Festival Theatre.) 
 

Richard Rogers took it to his home at Glenelg, and when he 
died it was moved to the Bennett family home at Everard 
Park. It later moved with Roger Bennett to the home he built 
for his retirement at Willunga. When his wife needed to be 
closer to medical assistance they moved to the Village, where 
there was no place for the flagpole, and he was given  
permission in 1998 to have it replace the one at St  
Margaret’s. 
 

Thank you Roger Bennett! 

G Roberts 
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The meeting was chaired by the Parish Secretary, Ted Sandercock. Matters discussed included the following: 
 

At the beginning of the meeting Brian McMillan asked how we should reflect changes in our Ministry District.  With 
some weighty matters to be decided in coming months we might need to restructure meetings in such a way that 
these can be given proper attention, possibly dealing with day-to-day matters by some other means. A proposal to be 
brought to the next meeting. The January meeting to be held on the 17th Jan. at Yankalilla. 
 

An article from Quadrant, “Going to Church” had been circulated by Brian for PDC’s consideration.(Copies available 
from the Parish Secretary).   
 

Seaford Ecumenical Mission (see News from St Nicholas’, p. 6) Although there was nothing he could do to prevent 
the sale in February, the Bishop had been positive about an Anglican presence in the Seaford area. He had spoken of 
the need to be seen more in the community, rather than supporting bricks and mortar.  
 

Advertising Christmas  services: service times would be put on the website. While the cost of advertising in the  
Messenger Press was an issue it was felt important that we need to be out there in the marketplace to prevent Christ 
being squeezed out of Christmas. Service times to be advertised through the Advent Pageant and Community Carols. 
 

The flagpole had been taken down. Greg Roberts and Dean Abbott were preparing it for painting. The cross was also 
being prepared for painting, new speakers were being installed in the organ (see p. 8), the new wooden moveable 
font was being made. Fr Jeff would bless them. Bill and Jack had been mowing St Margaret’s and also St Stephen’s 
cemetery. The age of the plastic chairs was of concern as those with plastic legs had a “use-by” date for legal use. 
 

Samaritan’s Purse: 47 boxes had been packed and sent from Seaford Ecumenical Mission.  
 

Every Generation Dinner: Plaques had been presented by the Mayor to Nick Mausolf on behalf of Wallace and  
Dorothy, and he was going to mount them in Dorothy’s room at Estia Care, Lockleys. 
 

A Harvest Festival should be considered as a chance to do something ecumenical.  
 

Carol service 18th December at St Margaret’s: Christmas Bowl envelopes would be distributed for the collection. 
 

Finance Report:  

This was the first time this year that we had shown a surplus; however, we were not paying a stipend. The new  
stipend rates for 2017 will be increased from $50,556 to $52, 500 with Long Service Leave etc. 
Special Purpose Funds expenditure is down but rates are due next month. 
 

Special Purpose Funds: The suggestion that parishes and PDs volunteer 12% of their SP funds towards a Ministry 
Fund had raised questions about which funds could actually be used in this way. Brian McMillan had  looked into this 
and reported that there were legal issues that needed examining. 
 

Advent studies  were being done  at most centre (see p. 3) St Ann’s would not do them as they were in process of the 
“Jesus, the Game Changer” series. 
 

Synod (see p. 8) PDC moved a vote of thanks to Joan Dare for her excellent speech at Synod on the matter of the  
Ordination of Women Deacons. 
 
Next PDC meeting Tuesday 13th December 
 

  PD Southern Vales Oct 2016                 $   Overall finances to Jan-Oct 2016                 $ 

Nett monthly income 11,503 Income 90,337 

Monthly expenditure  5,013 Expenditure 88,441 

Surplus for month  6,489 Surplus  1,896 

Missions    135 Total donations to missions   5,662 

  Special Purpose Funds Oct 2016                  $   Overall SP Funds Jan Oct 2016                  $ 

Income 2,338 Income  19,931 

Expenditure   291 Expenditure 17,626 

Surplus 2,047 Surplus   2,305 

News from November Pastoral District Council 
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  News from St Stephen’s, Willunga 
 

Thank you to Fr Dennis and Fr Bob for celebrating over recent weeks. 
 

The Southern Vales Schools Ministry sausage sizzle stall was not held in the November Willunga Quarry Market on 
November 12th because of the wind; there were few other stalls. 
 

The Saturday Night Out Dinner on November 12th, 2016, at the Willunga Hotel was attended by 11 people from 
across the Pastoral District. There will be no Saturday Night Dinner in December - come to the PD Christmas Lunch 
instead! Next Saturday Night Out will be on January 14th 2017. 
 

The Environmental Architect, Andrew Stevens visited St Stephen’s and agreed that this maintenance work is  
related to the external repairs. He will discuss with the  City of Onkaparinga Heritage Group. We await a decision. 
Other fundraising suggestions welcome. 
 

The Uniting Church Christmas Tree Festival was on 26-27th  
November. Jac Hocking created a beautiful Bush Christmas 
wreath ( R ).  The Mayor opened the 15th Annual Christmas 
Tree Festival on Saturday 26th and those present were  
entertained by a ukelele group! 
 

We look forward to the organising of a Christmas Eve  
Midnight service. Fr Dennis has agreed to be the celebrant. 
 

Fr Dennis and Mary have rejoined the Saturday evening 
group after a relaxing holiday. John Strachan has been  
unwell. Please keep him in your prayers. 
 

The Vigil Eucharist is on a Saturday at 5.30 pm, if at any 
time you are unable to attend a Sunday Service.  
Refreshments afterwards with bubbly or wine & nibbles 
(cheese, dips and biscuits).      

     

    Jac Hocking & Ted Sandercock , Wardens 

Approaching Ordinations 
 

It is wonderful news that several ordinations will be taking place in the next few months. Our prayers are requested 
for the ordination candidates and for Fr Peter Carlsson and those involved in their ongoing training process. 
 

 3rd December 2016, 11:00am, St Hilary of Poitiers, Morphett Vale:   Richard Burr, Deacon  
  

  21st January 2017, 11:00am, St John the Baptist Cathedral, Murray Bridge:   Daniel Irvine, Priest  
  

  27th January 2017, 6:00pm OR 28th January 2017, 11:00am, in Mount Compass:   Bruce Hicks, Priest  
  

 4th February 2017, 11:00am, St John the Evangelist, Meningie:   Ian Jansse, Priest  

It’s 2017 next month!     

Have you bought your Calendar yet? 
  

 

A memento of  
2016, and a good  
Christmas present 
for friends and  
Family. A photo 
from each church 
(you’ll be in it!) and 
local scenes. 
 

$15 
Available from your Wardens or 
Anne Chittleborough 8556 5078 

T Sandercock 
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Southern Vales Pastoral District 

Contact information: 
 

Priest in Charge: Rev’d Glenn Maytum  

Ph 8323 9744 

glennmaytum@hotmail.com 
 

 

Parish Secretary: Ted Sandercock 

Ph 8556 4535; email sanderwt@bigpond.com 
 

The McLaren Vale Parish Office is not  

regularly attended but messages can be left on 

the message bank 08 8323 9155 and we will 

get back to you as soon as we can. 

Visit our website! 
http://www.southernvalesparish.org 

   * * * * * 

To contact your church wardens: 
 

St Philip & St James, Old Noarlunga 

 Bob Smith 0424 121 954 

  Stephen Wells  8326 7114  
 

St Margaret’s, McLaren Vale      

  Julia Drought 7009 7705 

  Greg John 8325 0277  
 

St Stephen’s, Willunga           

    Ted Sandercock  8556 4535 

    Jac Hocking  8383 7496 

Southern Vales Pastoral District 

Contact information: 
 

Parish Secretary: Ted Sandercock 

Ph 8556 4535; email sanderwt@bigpond.com 
 

The McLaren Vale Parish Office is not  

regularly attended but messages can be left on 

the message bank 08 8323 9155 and we will 

get back to you as soon as we can. 

Visit our website! 
http://www.southernvalesparish.org 

   * * * * * 

To contact your church wardens: 
 

St Philip & St James, Old Noarlunga 

 Judith Wells 8186 1296 

  Stephen Wells  8326 7114  
 

St Margaret’s, McLaren Vale      

  Julia Drought 7009 7705 

  Greg John 8325 0277  
 

St Stephen’s, Willunga           

   Ted Sandercock  8556 4535 

   Jac Hocking  8383 7496 
 

St Ann’s, Aldinga 

  Pat Roper  8386 2470 

   Brian McMillan 8557 6984 
 

St Nicholas’, Seaford 

    Jane Cuthbert 0407651606 

  Christine Gunn 8386 2983 

Pastoral District Service times  
 

 

St Stephen’s, St Andrews Tce, Willunga   

    Saturday: 5.30 pm 
 

St Margaret’s, Main Road McLaren Vale  

   Sunday: 9.00 am with Sunday School 

 (St Philip & St James’ congregation joining 

 in this service) 

   Wednesday: 9:00am 
 

St Ann’s, 7 Stonehouse Lane, Aldinga   

    Sunday: 9.00 am: bring the children. 
 

St Nicholas’, Seaford Ecumenical Mission, 

 Sunday 10.30 am 

 
 

              Joy 
 
 

In one of his Christmas sermons, Martin reflected on joy.  
I quoted it in a Christmas letter last year, and several people 
who were moved by it asked if they could quote it elsewhere. 
With this in mind, I have taken the liberty of publishing it in 
The Grapevine this Christmas.      
     Anne Chittleborough 
 

In his book  Surprised by Joy, C S Lewis  explores the 
overwhelming feeling of joy, and the way it comes  
always as a surprise, a realisation, at unexpected  
moments, perhaps while walking, reading or listening 
to music. Lewis interpreted these moments as  
evidence of the Holy Spirit. Most of us will recognise 
the phenomenon of inexplicable intense gratitude for 
life, that can catch us off guard. That is joy, pure joy. 
 

Joy gives purpose to life. It is of no commercial value 
because it cannot be bought and sold. You can buy a 
guitar or flute and take some pleasure from the  
purchase, but joy is only to be found in playing it. Joy 
comes from total involvement in the instant and  
completely forgetting the self. It comes from activity 
(mental or physical), not passivity. 
 

Joy is like a fountain springing up from love and peace. 
It often catches us unaware, bubbling up from inside. 
It can also catch us by surprise, when we watch a 
beautiful sunset, or a beautiful flower we have grown, 
or when we have finished a mundane job like clearing 
out the shed or making something in the shed. 
 

Joy can also be sneaky, catching us unaware when we 
wait by a hospital bed, are present at a birth, in the 
middle of tears at a wedding, or walk out after a  
funeral service. Or when we have become reconciled 
with a friend or relative, or carried out some  
unpleasant task. 
 

Up until now we may have been merry with Santa, 
happy with Rudolf, but on Christmas morning let us be 
Joyful with Jesus.      
        Martin Chittleborough, 2010


