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Dear friends,  
 
Our church mission in the Parish of the Western Fleurieu has 
enjoyed the challenge of being a people of faith in a changing 
world. We have engaged in many changes in how we are using 
our resources, how we minister to each other, and how we 
engage with our wider communities. I find it wonderful to see how 
our people have adopted these changes as part of their parish 
life.  
 
With the current pandemic covering the globe and the 
subsequent need for social isolation we have a new environment 
in which to adapt our faith expression as Anglicans.  
 
As your Parish Priest and as a Franciscan, I see Christian faith 
is a sociological expression of the spiritual reality of God’s Love. 
This means that how we are living and worshiping as a parish is 
to naturally express this reality. Simply speaking our faith is 
something we practice as a social group. In order for us to 
continue to be a people of faith we need be a community. This is 
challenging in a time where social isolation is an imperative.  
  
As the Parish of the Western Fleurieu we will still be able to 
continue as a faith community by encouraging all of the people 
in all of our congregations to meet at the same time even if we 
are not geographically the same place.  
 
We will be able to celebrate that we are individually and 
collectively taking a journey of faith trusting in the love of God. 



We therefore will meet in time at 11.30am on a Sunday to watch 
Songs of Praise on ABC1 (which is channel 2) with our emailed 
or delivered pew sheet; then reflect on the readings and a short 
thought for the week and finally pray for those around us.  
 
Then after lunch we will be encouraged to ring, email, FaceTime, 
Skype, Zoom one or two people in our parish to chat and break 
the tyranny of loneliness. Just as we did after church over a cup 
of tea in the church halls.  
 
Those of us who are used to home groups, bible studies and 
more detailed scripture of faith studies can use the online 
resources that are being suggested on our modified website. If 
you don’t have this access, please contact your warden and we 
can arrange for something to be delivered with your next pew 
sheet.  
 
We also encourage people to continue to support the parish of 
Western Fleurieu through moving to electronic giving. Cash itself 
is a very good transmitter of the virus. During this time all our 
parish costs will still need to be paid and if the income stops, we 
will have little to return to when the social restrictions ease. Our 
parish treasurer has asked that we please make these transitions 
with regard to giving so we have a physical church infrastructure 
and clergy to return to when the pandemic is over.  
 
We are working on the Grapevine with more articles from our 
people as they share how they are encouraged in their faith 
amid the social isolation. Sharing their own weekly faith journey 
while at home with pictures as snippet of “parish home life” for 
all to enjoy. 
 
God bless us all Br Simon 
 


