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 From the Bishop 

 

16 April 2020 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Today marks the 50th Anniversary of the formation of our Diocese. We give thanks for the 

faithful ministry of men and women, clergy and bishops over this time, seeking to bring the 

Gospel, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus, the promise of his coming again, to what is 

undoubtedly the best part of South Australia. In 1970 this date would have fallen just after Easter 

2. It is apposite that the season of new life and new hope was the season in which a new Diocese 

was formed.  

 

Fast forward 50 years and we find ourselves marking this milestone in subdued times amidst the 

COVID-19 pandemic. While this time may leave many of us feeling unsure, or uncertain we are 

reassured by the season of Easter that Jesus has overcome death, therefore, new life, new 

opportunities, new ways of living, are now open to us through the resurrection. Thus, in these 

uncertain times, from our world view we can have great confidence that life is assured in Christ, 

and this Diocese, and the church we are a part of belongs to Him and is under His control and 

aegis.  

 

Further, it’s at a time like this that I’m mindful of the self-sacrifice of so many people, not least of 

all, all our lay people who have laboured so diligently in often difficult circumstances. I want to 

give thanks for you and your contributions over the years. I’m also conscious of clergy, such as 

Canon John Bleby who gave up the living of Burnside to serve this Diocese. His, and many other 

unsung saints are to be thanked and honoured at this time. 

 

I encourage each and every one of us at this time to give thanks to our Lord and Heavenly Father 

for His graciousness to us and pray that He will continue to sustain, uphold and nurture us now 

and into the future. 

 

With prayers and every blessing to you all, 

 

  
 

The Right Reverend Keith Dalby 

Bishop of The Murray 

 


