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The Grapevine 

 

 
Proclaiming Christ in  
word and action; 
growing in care, love and service. 
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As you know, we are obliged to 
suspend church services for now.  

This will be a very different Easter 
for us. 

At this time, we are encouraged  
to continue as a faith community 
and as a “virtual” church, to join  
in prayer together in our own 
homes, and share in worship 
transmitted electronically. 

Easter blessings! 

See letters from Brother Simon (p 2), 
the Parish Secretary (p. 3)  and our 
Treasurer (p 4). 

May the resurrection  
of our Saviour be  
a constant reminder  
of his love and  
promise of eternal life. 
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A message from 
Brother Simon 
 
Dear friends,  
 

Our church mission in the Parish 
of the Western Fleurieu has  
enjoyed the challenge of being a 
people of faith in a changing 
world. We have engaged in 
many changes in how we are 

using our resources, how we minister to each other, 
and how we engage with our wider communities. I 
find it wonderful to see how our people have 
adopted these changes as part of their parish life.  
 

With the current pandemic covering the globe and 
the subsequent need for social isolation we have a 
new environment in which to adapt our faith  
expression as Anglicans.  
 

As your Parish Priest and as a Franciscan, I see  
Christian faith is a sociological expression of the 
spiritual reality of God’s Love. This means that how 
we are living and worshiping as a parish is to  
naturally express this reality. Simply speaking our 
faith is something we practice as a social group. In 
order for us to continue to be a people of faith we 
need be a community. This is challenging in a time 
where social isolation is an imperative.  
 

As the Parish of the Western Fleurieu we will still be 
able to continue as a faith community by  
encouraging all of the people in all of our  
congregations to meet at the same time even if we 
are not geographically the same place.  
 

We will be able to celebrate that we are individually 
and collectively taking a journey of faith trusting in 
the love of God.  
 

We therefore will meet in time at 11.30 am on a  
Sunday to watch Songs of Praise on ABC1 (which is  
Channel 2) with our emailed or delivered pew sheet; then 
reflect on the readings and a short 
thought for the week and finally pray 
for those around us.  
 

Then after lunch we will be  
encouraged to ring, email, FaceTime, 
Skype, Zoom one or two people in our 
parish to chat and break the tyranny 
of loneliness. Just as we did after 
church over a cup of tea in the church 
halls.  
 

Those of us who are used to home groups, 
Bible studies and more detailed scripture of 
faith studies can use the online resources 
that are being suggested on our  modified 
website. If you don’t have this access please 
contact your warden and we can arrange for 
something to be delivered with your next 
pew sheet.  
 

We also encourage people to continue to support the 
parish of Western Fleurieu through moving to electronic 
giving. Cash itself is a very good transmitter of the virus. 
During this time all our parish costs will still need to be 
paid and if the income stops we will have little to return 
to when the social restrictions ease. Our parish treasurer 
has asked that we please make these transitions with 
regard to giving so we have a physical church  
infrastructure and clergy to return to when the pandemic 
is over.  
 

We are working on The Grapevine with more articles 
from our people as they share how they are encouraged 
in their faith amid the social isolation. Sharing their own 
weekly faith journey while at home with pictures as  
snippet of “parish home life” for all to enjoy. 
 

God bless us all  
Br Simon 
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April 
Sun 5th PALM SUNDAY ( End of daylight saving) 
Thurs 9th MAUNDY THURSDAY 
Fri 10th GOOD FRIDAY    
Sun  12th EASTER DAY 
Sat 25th ANZAC Day 
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Our calendar 

May 
Fri 1st  PHILIP & JAMES 
Thurs 21st ASCENSION DAY 
Sun 31st PENTECOST 

Communicating! 
 

 
Encouragement from  
Parish Secretary,  
Jane Cuthbert 
 
Thank you to everyone for your  understanding and  
patience as we began looking at new ways to  
communicate and worship  together during the current 
crisis. 
 

Despite a few wobbles, we managed to get  
information out to everyone about the services  
ceasing, reminders about “worshipping together” on 
Sunday, and hopefully a Pew Sheet and other  
information by email or delivery. 
 

(If you did not receive any or all of the above, please 
phone your wardens and update your contact  
information – If I don’t have it correctly - you won’t 
get the information.) 
 

So, as we all start treading this sharp learning curve of 
finding different ways to stay in touch, the Parish of 

Western Fleurieu (and yes 
we are a Parish – the Bishop 
said so!) has decided on 
weekly mail outs to  
everyone. This will take the 
form of an email or a 
printed sheet(s) depending 
on your availability to online 
access, that should arrive 
sometime between Friday 
afternoon and Saturday  

   afternoon – all things being equal. 
 

Part of the mail out will be the Pew Sheet for Sunday 
and, as previously mentioned by Br Simon, we will all 
gather, in spirit if not in person, each Sunday  with the 
readings for the day, prayers to share and a time of  
reflection. 
 

The website -southernvalesparish.org-  will also carry 
the information along with links to various sites for  
inspiration and reflection. 
 

As another way to keep in touch we have put together 
a Parish Prayer Chain which will be headed 
up by  Ted Sandercock.  If all prayer request, 
thanksgiving prayers, etc from everyone in 
the Western Fleurieu could please be sent 
via Ted, he will co-ordinate and send out as 
needed. If you wish to be a member of the 
Prayer Chain please contact him on  
08 8556 4535  or mob:  0410 548 040. 
 

Although we all face an Easter without going to 
“church”, we must remember that the church remains 
whether we gather together or are scattered.  
In the Bible, church is always a reference to people, not 
a place. We are the church; believers who live out the 
Gospel in their words and actions. Although we may be 
limited at the moment in how we may do this,  
remember we can always pray. 
Take Care and Keep Well.   Jane Cuthbert   

 

We want to keep in touch! 
If you have received this copy of The Grapevine as a 
printed copy but have internet connection, and could  

read it online, please let me know (8556 5078 or  
machit5@bigpond.com) as this would save someone coming 

out to deliver or post it to you. 
Our website is at 

www.southernvalesparish.org.  
and look for the NEWSLETTER button. 

The advantage of reading it online is that you can read it 
in colour, and can also view the colour photo supplement! 

 @ 
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From our Treasurer,  
Margaret Cale 
 

Extract from Bishop Keith’s Pastoral Letter: 
Even if we can’t attend services as regularly as we nor-
mally do, the life of the church still continues. The whole 
Diocese will feel a financial burden that could last for 
months and people’s ongoing financial support is still very 
much needed and appreciated. I strongly encourage you 
to urge all parishioners to put in place a method to  
continue their regular giving. This could be through  
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) or Direct Debits. Either 
way, parishioners will need to be aware of the Parish/
Pastoral District bank account details to set this up. 
 

 
Firstly, thank you for your ongoing 
support for our parish and its  
mission and for the many ways in 
which you all contribute. 
 

You would be aware that our Parish 
relies on your weekly giving to 
meet all of its financial obligations 
including stipends, insurance, as-
sessment and the general running costs of our churches 
and rectories. With the current suspension of services for 
an unknown period we need to consider how we will 

manage to keep operating. 
 

It is encouraging that several of our members have  
already asked for bank details to enable them to set up 
giving by direct debit. Please, if you are able, consider 
continuing your regular giving by setting up an Electronic 
Funds Transfer or Direct Debit.  
 

If you have access to internet banking simply set up a 
regular transaction. If not, you may need to arrange this 
with your bank. 
 

Our bank account details are: 
BankSA:  
The Anglican Parish of Southern Vales,  
BSB 105 071  
Account no: 029112440 
 

Whilst I understand this may not be your preferred  
option, the current situation calls for us to do things  
differently. If we all work together we will be able to  
continue to support our dedicated ministry team and 
maintain a functioning parish for the future. 
 

Please contact me if you have any questions or wish to 
discuss this further. 
 

Margaret Cale 
Treasurer 

    ..and this was before we closed the churches! 

ABM’s Good Friday and Easter Gift 2020 supports  
* Diabetes screening for people living in poverty in  
Ramallah (West Bank), and * Aboriginal & Torres Strait 

Islander Youth Engagement, helping boys and 
young men through music activities. 
 

 Instead of the ABM envelope in church,  
donate through their website abmission.org or 

by mail to Anglican Board of Mission – Australia, Locked 
Bag Q4005, Queen Victoria Building, NSW 1230 

 
Thank you to those who have 
handed in their BCA boxes.  
Anyone who is able to can leave 
their box on my front deck  
(27 Aubrey Drive, Willunga).  
We will hope for a bumper  

     collection in September. 
Wendy Sandercock 

Take time to look around! Trish Frith 
rescued Monarch butterfly caterpillars 
which were running out of food on 
Anne Lear’s swan plant. They are now 
happily making their chrysalis in Trish’s 
garden.               What’s in your garden? 
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News from St Margaret’s, McLaren Vale 

Before isolation, we have had regular attendance at all  
services. Several people are keeping an eye on the rectory 
and grounds are being well maintained. Thank you to 
those who are caring for the grounds and making sure 
things stay up to date. 
 

Here we all are sitting in our individual private pods, some 
of us maybe feeling a bit of self pity...until I read this: “our 
grandparents had to get through world wars...all you’ve 
been asked to do is to stay at home and be a couch potato. 
Get over it!” Now I know some of our people lived through 
the second WW, so I’m sure you can relate to that  
statement! 
 

While this may be simplistic, it’s a sharp reminder not to 
look inwardly, but accept things as they are, even if  it’s 
difficult for some of us. It’s a time we can spend valuably, 
ringing friends, writing letters, finishing projects, checking 
on our neighbours, trying new recipes, reading books,  
doing online study, learning a new language or a new 
game...    The list is endless!  
 

Most importantly, for me, at least, is to not navel gaze, 
but to look out for others, whether it’s by phone,  
delivering something a friend or neighbour needs.... 
again, that list is endless! Only limited by our  
imagination. If you’d like some ideas on how to help  
others during this time, there’s squads of ideas on the 
internet, otherwise give me a call, and I’ll keep you busy! 
 

On Palm Sunday, or just prior, I will deliver Palm Crosses 
to letter boxes of those who attend St Margaret’s. It’s not 
necessary to feel obliged to chat with me as I deliver, I’ll 
just be briefly stopping at your letterbox. I’m happy to 
have a chat, but only outside, until the embargo lifts. 
 

Remember we are servants of Jesus and part of that 
means caring for others as well as ourselves. Stay safe, be 
patient and stay well. 
 

Lots of love to you all, 
 Wardens Julia Drought, Greg John  

Surely His goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life, and I will dwell in the house of God forever . 

 

A crisis can awaken us to how a disruption of life like this is more than just an inconvenience, more 
even than a danger. It is a possibility. In time it will pass (what doesn’t’?). But it might also be a  
catalyst for a deep change of direction that we have known we needed for a long time, but never had 
the time to truly enact..... 
 

Let's make a life inventory. What have we run out of? What are we doing too much of? What has been 
pushed to the back shelf? What are our genuine priorities? What would I do today if I fully felt how 
uncertain, changeable and short life can be?  
 

Good questions at any time, especially in a Lent when life is disrupted by a pandemic.  
Laurence Freeman OSB 
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News from Yankalilla & Delamere 

The Garden of Eden was never like this! 
Fr Peter Randle’s sermon on the 1st March was, in part, 
about how he was collecting fig leaves for his sermon 
based on Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden.  
 

Having brought all of these leaves to church he decided 
we should use them for a bit of fun, and the congregation  

 

 
Working Bee 
A working bee was 
held after church 
on Sunday 15th 
March at St James, 
Delamere, to clean 
up the cemetery 
and remove an  
infestation of  
beetles from the 
church and hall.  
It looked very  
neglected and 
needed a lot of 
work. We started 
by pruning the 
trees on the  
Eastern side which 
were overhanging 
the fence and threatening to bring it down. At the same 
time other members were digging weeds out, and  
another was attacking the weeds around the graves with 
a whipper-snipper. Brother Simon re-hung the main gate 
which had been knocked off by a careless motorist. In an 
hour and a half we made a reasonable dent in the work 
though there is still a fair bit to do.  
 

The work was followed by a BBQ, and tea and coffee. 

Top, L – R Lynn King, Trevor Gowling, Pam Gowling, Peter  
Fillsell, Gail Fillsell, John Morgan, Belinda Rosser, with Br Simon 
playing King of the Castle. 
Below: Pam Gowling. 
(More photos in the colour supplement online, p. 14) 

had to cover up as did our long ago forebears. Being as 
this was the first time we were allowed to keep our 
clothes on, but mention was made of a calendar for 
2021.........! 

L-R: Fr Peter, Dean Tonkin, Heather Randle, Gerry Brown, John 
Morgan, Rob Ryan, Ann Ryan, Pam Gowling, Trevor Gowling,  
Gail Filsell, Peter Filsell 
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World Day of Prayer, Delamere 
About 40 people attended the World Day of Prayer  
service at St James, Delamere on Friday 6th March. The 
focus for this year was Zimbabwe. Gail Fillsell led the  
service and members of various congregations from 
churches in the district gave the readings and led prayers. 
Sue Durandt, who was born in what was then Rhodesia, 
gave a short talk about what life was like when she lived 
there. Sue now lives in Normanville but returns to “her 

country” regularly. There is still unrest and massive  
poverty in Zimbabwe and we are all asked to remember 
the people of that country in our prayers. 
The evening ended with a supper in the church hall with 
the usual delicious spread and tea and coffee. 
 

The focus of 2021 World Day of Prayer is Vanuatu, with 
the service held in the Community Church in  
Normanville.        

First Christ Church wedding since 2013! 
March 14th saw the first wedding held at Christ Church 
Yankalilla since 2013. This was an excuse for a clean-up of 
the church grounds, which included assistance from the 
bride’s parents, who helped with the weeding and  
general tidying up. Ribbons were tied to the Lychgate  
and flowers were brought in for the service (removed  
immediately after as they are not usually allowed  
during Lent). 
 

The bride was (fashionably) late and the ceremony,  
celebrated by Father Brenton, went very well. We are 
looking to see if it is possible to promote the church, one 
of the oldest in the state, as a place for people to have 
their wedding. 
       Ron King 

 



8 

This month saw the beginning of Lent and a  
wonderful Lenten Supper with Dn Peter Chapman 
as our guest speaker.  A short service followed by a 
shared meal of delicious soups and bread followed 
by fruit platters.  As usual Peter gave a wonderful 
reflection on his life and calling.  A great evening.  
 

The Fellowship group has been busy making giving  
envelopes for the coming year—an exercise in  
Frustration—and also re-learning how to make 
Palm Crosses.  Ted Sandercock kindly delivered the 
palms early so they could be washed and soaked 
well before use.  Lots of fun as people tried to  
remember how to make the crosses, and groans as 
they fell apart!  All future plans are, of course, now 
on hold and our fellowship is done by phone and 
emails. 
 

Planning for March services was well underway 
when the decision to stop services was made. So, 
what started out as the beginning of Lent and the 
lead up to Easter, ended up with lots of phone 
calls, emails and deliveries. The first week we hand
-delivered the pew sheet to everyone as time was 
short! 
 

Now it is set up with emails and SMS messages to 
the whole parish and our local deliveries have been 
reduced to 10. Communication is by hand signals 
and friendly waves from the roadside as items are 
dropped into the letterboxes. 
 

Challenging times are ahead, when we shall have 
to do things differently; miss out on special  
occasions, social outings, tea with friends, family 
connections, to name but a few.  However, we 
must always remember that God is with us, no 
matter what, and with His help we will see light at 
the end of the tunnel even though at times it may 
seem long and dark. 
 

Psalm 91 : Whoever dwells in the shelter of the 
Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I 
will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my  
fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” 
 

May you all stay safe and well. 
Blessings to you all. 
Helen Cook and Jane Cuthbert 
St Nicholas Wardens 

News from St Nicholas’,  
Seaford Christian Churches 

A message from Deacon Pete 
We are in interesting times dear friends. We 
are watching people on the media panic- 
buying, not really knowing why, but just  
because there is a fear of the unknown about 
the Corona Virus. This fear in the public is  
something that I have never seen before. But 
it reminds me that without Christ, that fear is always there.  
We often pray for peace in our services. Our hearts and minds 
often hope for an end to conflict in the world when we pray. 
The peace we need to hang onto, more than ever now, is that 
peace the Spirit of God brings to our hearts and minds.  
 

Our church services have to be temporarily closed, which means 
we go without Eucharist until otherwise advised. Not gathering 
means the fellowship we have with each other will stop for a 
while. Especially at this time we need to keep in contact. Thank 
God for phones. At this time, more than ever, let’s make an  
extra effort to stay in  contact. Let’s be aware of those who are 
frail and weaker than  others. And If there is a need, please call 
the pastoral assistance team or the parish ministers.  
 

We can still be proactive in God's love and compassion, both 
practically and in prayer for each other. In this, we open that 
door in our hearts and minds so God's peace can be our  
assurance in this troubled time. No one needs to feel alone,  
or isolated.       Deacon Pete  

Mothers’ Union, Southern Vales 
Having planned to visit Betty and Percy Leske for 
our March meeting, members and friends  
gathered at SCC. A group travelled to Resthaven, 
with transport provided by Anne Chittleborough, and Helen 
Cook giving directions with help from the Street Directory! 
 

On arrival we greeted Percy and Betty before adjourning to  
a spacious lounge area near their rooms. We were able to  
make ourselves a cuppa in the kitchenette, as well as being  
provided some biscuits by the kind morning tea carer. A  
pleasant time was spent catching up on news before a letter 
received from Past Diocesan President, Eileen Smith, was  
read, asking us to pass on her love to the Leskes. 
An inspection of Betty’s and Percy’s living space gained  
approval from all. A spacious comfortable area. 
The Lady Day service at Goolwa on 25th March had to be  
cancelled, as have future meetings for the time being. 
     Helen Cook, Secretary 

 

Seen on a Christian website: 
Honestly, I wasn’t  planning to give up  

quite this much for Lent! 
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If you have news of coming events or noteworthy happenings in the Pastoral District of Southern Vales to share with the rest of the 
parish, please contact the Editor, Anne  Chittleborough, at 23 Esplanade, Pt Willunga 5173, Ph 8556 5078 or email 
machit5@bigpond.com.au,  preferably by the 15th of April . 

The first Lenten Soup Supper this year was held at St 
Nicholas’, Seaford, with Deacon Peter telling the story of 
his journey to faith from a young boy to an ordained  
deacon – which he illustrated by a subtle change from 
working clothes to clericals—and interspersed with a  
selection of his poems. The path God maps out for us is 
amazing. “I have a destiny I know I shall fulfil” was a 
hymn which had always had meaning for him.  

Someone who works in what many would consider to be 
two completely different worlds, the building site and the 
church, he believes that faith is about being “real”. Peter 
the builder is the same person as Peter the Deacon. 
 

He concluded with a poem: 
 

When I was down and smeared with dirt, 
When I was lame, and full of hurt, 
When I was diseased with leprosy, 
He reached out, and He touched me. 
 

When I was blind, my eyes put out, 
When I was mean and full of doubt,  
When I was lost so helplessly, 
He reached out, and He touched me. 
 

When I cursed Him to His face, 
When I was filled with disgrace, 
When I was no longer free, 
He reached out, and He touched me. 
 

When I whipped Him til he bled, 
When I crowned His bloody head, 
When I drove the nails right in, 
He reached out, and took my sin. 
 

When I found His Grace for me,  
When I knew He set me free, 
When I saw such love entwined, 
I reach out, and touch mankind. 

 

Lenten Soup Suppers 2020 

The Soup Supper at St Ann’s on the 11th March was a 
challenging evening led by Fr Jeff Oake and John Badgery. 
It was great, too, to have input from Elijah Bravington, a 
Nepabunna man, the City of Onkaparinga’s Cultural  
Diversity Officer, who spoke of the spirituality of  
Aboriginal people and their relationship to the land. Num-
bers were swelled by visitors from other churches and the 
Room was packed.  

The opening service included prayers and hymns relating 
to Australia, the land and the people, and discussion was 
opened by a short video. The Statement from the Heart , 
a cry for constitutional recognition of the Indigenous peo-
ple of Australia, came from a convention at Uluru of 250 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander delegates from all 
parts of the country. “In 1967 we were counted, in 2017 
we seek to be heard”. 
 

It was noted  that until recent years the schools had not 
taught any understanding of Aboriginal people, and many 
people had not had contact with Aboriginal people when 
they were young.  Ted spoke of the Point McLeay men 
who came to McLaren Vale for the harvest in earlier 
years. When they left at the end of the season they were 
missed—and the football team didn’t win nearly as many 
matches!  
 

Makarrata was explained as a word meaning “coming  
together after a conflict” and one of the most  
important things we can do is just be open to listen. We 
are challenged to think about a different side to our  
family stories of settlement.  
 

Fr Jeff issued an invitation to connect with the Diocese of 
Adelaide group, Anglicans for Makarrata. For further  
information contact Jeff Oake jtoake@gmail.com. Peter 
Laffan spoke of a forthcoming meeting at the Aldinga  
library (since cancelled, due to COVID19). 

Elijah Bravington, John Badgery and FR Jeff Oake, and fore-
ground, Philip Bennett. 
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News from St Ann’s, Aldinga 

Well, where do we start! Who would have thought a 
menace we can’t even see would cripple the whole world 
and lock us all down! With all the dire news of churches 
closing, new and unexpected surprises spring into action. 
It’s as though God is saying:  
“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I 
am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not  
perceive it?” Isaiah 43: 18-19a 
The Lord goes on to say: “I am making a way in the desert 
and streams in the wasteland. The wild animals honour 
me, the jackals and the owls, because I provide water in 
the desert and streams in the wasteland, to give drink to 
my people, my chosen, the people I formed for myself that 
they may proclaim my praise.” Isaiah 43:19b-21 
 

Deacon Peter Chapman has taken up the challenge to 
share the gospel with us. If you are on Facebook, you can 
tune in to his informal sermon at 9am each Sunday. If 
you’re not a friend of his then type in his name and click 
on friend request. If Facebook isn’t your thing, try the 
Diocese of The Murray website. Bishop Keith has a weekly 
talk on the Gospel. There are a variety of interesting and 
engaging items to read and test your memory! 
 

On another note, even though we miss out on our  
services on Easter, our Easter cross will be erected   
beside South Road on Holy Saturday. The wire and ivy will 
be put on it and on Easter Day we can go as individuals 
and put flowers on it. This will be sign to the world of the 
joy of the resurrection. Perhaps other people from the 
community might like to put a flower on it to celebrate 
joy and hope. There should be no danger of passing on 
the virus if people go individually. 
 

The Christian Community Centre hasn’t been forgotten 
either. Bill has put out two containers in the church porch 
for people to drop off any donations. They will be  
collected each Tuesday and delivered to the Centre on 
Wednesday. If there is anyone who has goods but is not 
going out, they can text Victoria their address and she can 
pick up the donations (if more than a couple of items) 
from outside their door. Her mobile is 0430571333. 
 

We have a few parishioners in isolation who need our 
prayers, not just for themselves, but for their loved ones. 
One has returned home from the UK and two others are 
in Perth on their way back from Rome. 
 

Before the restrictions, we began the Lenten Bible Study, 
‘Where do we go from here?’  What an apt title for 2020! 
Our small study group has been challenged through    
various readings from the Acts of the Apostles, to think 
outside the square.  Our last question before the  
lockdown was to consider the following: ‘What sort of 
‘mission’ projects are you most likely to undertake and 
support? How do you think your choices are affected by 
your personality, your values, your culture or your biases? 
How might we best discern what God is calling us to work 

with and support?’ Maybe you can consider these  
questions as you read and pray about Acts 11:1-8. 
 

Life still goes on during these times, even though we can’t 
worship together as one. Gillian and her somewhat willing 
helpers hung a number of paintings in the hall. Many 
thanks to Bill and Barry. David and Lorraine Nitschke 
cleaned the hall carpet, and David also did the annual 
Testing and Tagging. Thank you! The garden team  
manages the work on the grounds, keeping a good  
distance from each other. 
 

On Friday 13th family, friends and members of St Ann’s 
farewelled Duncan Gordon after his long battle with 
tongue cancer.  What a privilege to hear the eulogy which 
gave an interesting and entertaining insight into his life! 
Many thanks also go to the helpers and caterers and our 
prayers go out to Pat and Duncan's family. 
     Julianne Bates, Warden 

 Duncan John Gordon, 
 1945-2020 
Duncan Gordon was born in 
Victoria and educated at  
Findon Primary and then St  
Peter’s  College. 
 

Growing up on a property in 
Lockleys, he developed a love 
of the outdoors and an  
intense interest in guns, an 
interest he shared with his father.  He was the third  
generation of his family to have served his country in a 
military capacity.  He was conscripted into service in the 
compulsory call up and served in Vietnam between April 
1966 and May 1967. 
  

 After the Vietnam war he continued his interest in  
weaponry, its uses and designs and developed the design 
for a versatile weapon he felt to be vastly superior to what 
they were issued in Vietnam. 
  

He studied and attained a Master of Arts in Creative  
Writing, and also achieved in Accountancy and Economics. 
Sideline interests were in re-upholstery, and cookery 
courses, and his interest in shooting was continued with 
memberships in several clubs. 
  

He settled into a happy and contented retirement once he 
moved south to Sellicks Beach, rejoining the RSL and  
becoming a member of St Ann’s church and its affiliated 
interests. On his property he had all the solitude he could 
wish for, and space to enjoy and relax. And a great little 
furry friend Henry who cared for him until the end. 
  

Duncan is survived by his two sons and he is greatly missed 
by those whom he opened his heart to. 
Vale, good dear friend.    Pat Roper 
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News from St Stephen’s, Willunga 

The  Saturday Night Out dinner was held on Saturday 
March 14th at the Willunga hotel. A small gathering said 
farewell to Alexis & Bill, who are returning to Canberra. 
 Four St Stephen’s regulars took Bill & Alexis out to  
dinner at the McLaren Vale hotel on Thursday March 19th 
on behalf of St Stephen’s Friends, thanked Alexis and Bill 
for their ministry and hospitality over recent years, and 
wished them safe travel back to Canberra. 

 

While the evening service was cancelled on March 22nd, 
the church was open on the Saturday morning for  
visitors. However, the church is now closed to prayers 
and meditation and to visitors. The car park continues to 
be open for people shopping at the Willunga Farmers  
market.  
 

Five of the Wednesday morning Scripture Group  
collected coffee from Willunga cafes and discussed Ses-
sion 4 of the ABM study – Where do we go from here?. 
The session, Sunday Best, discussed Acts 11:1-8 and then 
focused on cultural norms practised in our own churches 
and how we often see something In a different way to 

someone else. This was a unique occasion - a sunny 
morning, interesting discussion and surprised passers by. 
(Photo below) 
 

Saturday morning continues to see the car park filled at 
least twice. Regulars and visitors normally drop by and a 
few stay for a drink and chat. This will now change! 
 

The gate in the western fence has been installed and the 
neighbours called by during the scripture study under the 
peppercorn tree on Wednesday morning. 
 

The donation of red and white wines by DocAdams is  
selling well at $25 per bottle. The money goes for the car 
park renovation. Buyers have commented on the  
excellence of this drop. A few bottles remain for sale! 
 

The monthly service at Holly Nursing Home, Hackham has 
also been suspended until further notice but the  
Community Service staff have asked for material to be 
used on Easter Day in Holly chapel. This request indicates 
that with God’s help our ministry activity is bearing fruit. 
 

Ted S & John S, Wardens 

 

November 28-29 Willunga  
Christmas Tree Festival 

Jenny Esots advises that the theme for the 
Willunga Christmas Tree Festival for 2020 
will be All Creatures Great and Small. 

World Day of Prayer 
The WDP service this year was held at the 
Bethany Hall of the UC Willunga The service 
was written by women of Zimbabwe, and 
their theme, “Pick up your bed and walk” 
had special relevance to the many people of 
Zimbabwe who suffer disabilities and have 
no government assistance to overcome 
their difficulties. A delicious spread was  
prepared and enjoyed.  A highlight was the 
Gospel Groove Choir singing African songs. 

Hot Gospel Groove Choir Jenny Esots & supper 
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Western Fleurieu Anglicans  
(A mission partnership of the  

Diocese of The Murray) 

Visit our website! 
   http://www.southernvalesparish.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Office Tel 0487 420 653 

Secretary Mrs Jane Cuthbert 

email corbidge@tpg.com.au 

Br Simon Waters 
simon.waters@bigpond.com 

 

Fr Brenton Dick  
0417 831 880 

dickscot@bigpond.com 
 

Deacon Peter Chapman 
0428 959 213 

peter@buildingecosystems.com.au 

Service times & contact details 
 

 St Margaret’s, 99 Main Road McLaren Vale  
  Sunday: 10.30 am  
 Wednesday: 9:00 am 

  Wardens:   
   Greg John   0405 053 331 
   Julia Drought  7009 7705 

St Stephen’s, St Andrews Tce, Willunga             
     Saturday: 5.30 pm 

  Wardens:    
    Ted Sandercock  8556 4535 
    John Strachan 0407 605 152 

St Ann’s, 7 Stonehouse Lane, Aldinga 
 Sunday: 9 am 

  Wardens:   
     Julianne Bates  0431 853 515 
     Brian McMillan 8557 6984 

St Nicholas’, Seaford, Seaford Christian Churches 
 Sunday 10.30 am 
   Fifth Sundays in the month: a 10 am  
  combined Ecumenical service with the            
  Uniting Church and the Church of Christ. 

  Wardens:  
  Jane Cuthbert 0407 651 606 
   Helen Cook 0427 679 787 or 8386 3689 

Christ Church, Yankalilla 
 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sundays – 9.00 am 
 4th Sunday – 11.00 am 
 5th Sunday – Combined Service 

  Wardens: 
       Ann Gardiner  0419 035 290 
       Lynn King  0421 332 399 
           Belinda Rosser 0411 591 628 

St James, Delamere 
 2nd Sunday – 11.00 am 
 4th Sunday – 9.00 am 
 5th Sunday – Combined Service 

  Wardens:  
  Peter Filsell 8598 0223 or 0427 534 09 
  Ann Ryan - 8598 0227 

Where there is a Fifth Sunday 
in a month, there are likely to 
be Combined Services. Please 
check pewsheets, noticeboards 
and website for  details. 

 
Retreat to the things within: 

 

Dear God, a door on the world is momentarily closing; 
There is much anxiety and fear about the future. 
Open the door within my soul that I may take repose 
upon your eternal changelessness and love. 
 

Let me nourish the things within: my home, my garden, 
my family, the autumn leaves and cooler nights, and 
more time to pray for many who are ill and dying, 
for carers, doctors, scientists and researchers. 
 

For the time being, this is my cell with you and others; 
my cloud of unknowing, my place apart in waiting. 
Let me trust completely in you, believing that 
‘All shall be well; all manner of things shall be well.’ 
 

David Thornton-Wakeford,  
 with gratitude to Julian of Norwich 

 

PLEASE NOTE: THE SERVICE TIMES ON THE RIGHT  
ARE THE NORMAL SERVICE TIMES. 

HOWEVER, ALL SERVICES ARE TEMPORARILY  
SUSPENDED, AND CHURCHES CLOSED. See pp 1-3. 
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The Grapevine April 2020 
Colour photo supplement 

Worship at St Margaret’s, showing the beautiful hangings 
Br Simon and EA Judith Wells 

Photo: D Best 
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The Grapevine April 2020 
Colour photo supplement 

Clean-up of Delamere cemetery (p. 6) 

Photos: Ann Ryan, Ron King, Simon Waters 

Belinda Rosser & Margaret Morgan 
(above),  

Ron King (L) and Peter Filsell (below) 
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The Grapevine April 2020 
Colour photo supplement 

Soup Suppers (p. 9) 

At Seaford Christian Churches, 
Mallee, 
Helen Cook thanks Dn Peter 

At St Ann’s 
Photos: AC 
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The Grapevine April 2020 
Colour photo supplement 

World Day of Prayer 

Quentin Eyres and the Hot Gospel Groove Choir 

Brenda Pentland and the delicious supper  at Bethany Hall.  
In the photo on p. 11, Jenny Esots 

Photos: AC 


