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Newsletter of the Western Fleurieu Anglicans, Diocese of The Murray, SA 

The Grapevine 

July 2020  

 

Proclaiming Christ in  
word and action; 
growing in care, love and service. 

We’re back!  
Opening as conditions allow, and still maintaining social distancing and diocesan regulations, our church doors  are  
beginning to open again. Gathering in the halls for coffee and chitchat after the service is still not permitted, but faces 
reflect the joy of being able to gather to worship God together.   
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Anything but ordinary! 
 

Easter and Pentecost have well 
and truly passed and we are 
into Ordinary Sundays. In  
thinking about the word  
ordinary, I realise that there is 
nothing is ordinary in our  
Christian lives. 
  

If we are being and living as 
Christians daily, then we are 

living a life that is in conflict with the normal expecta-
tions of how others tell us life should be. Simply 
watching the news, we see a world obsessed with 
blaming and shaming others. A world that wants retri-
bution and punishment. If we boil it all down, it is a 
world where so many are absolutely  
self-possessed, bigoted and biased in so many 
ways.  As Christians we are called to be the polar  
opposite. We find that kind of life abhorrent to our 
souls and we grieve in our hearts when we have  
behaved this way. 
  

Today people are angry with Christians. They think 
that God’s virtues are weak and foolish because they 
are contrary to and in direct conflict with their own 
way of dealing with things. However, there is another 
kind of anger, because even worldly people, in their 
heart of hearts, subconsciously know the truth, and 
know that the truth is to do with all things godly. They 
look to us, they look to the church and they are  
looking for that truth. This looking, in most people, is 

Fundraiser 
 
 
 

Olive Oil for sale 
 
 
 

Contact: 
Pat Roper   
 0412 155 712 
Tony Young 
 0404 764 096 

 
 

Members of the Prickle Team  
have sharpened  their tools  
and are hard at work 
Rose pruning again . 
 

Fundraiser: $30/ hr . 
 

Call Trish 0419964795  
or Victoria 0430571333 

 
 

 
 

We want to keep in touch! 
If you have received this copy of The Grapevine as a printed copy but have internet connection, and could read it 

online, please let me know (8556 5078 or machit5@bigpond.com) as this would save someone coming out to  
deliver or post it to you. 

Our website is at www.southernvalesparish.org, and look for the NEWSLETTER button. 
The advantage of reading it online is that you can read it in colour, and can also view the colour  

photo supplement! (Sorry—there isn’t one this month) 

 

the Holy Spirit who speaks to all souls, it is also why 
there is goodness in the world outside of God’s 
church. 
  

When people don’t see this subliminal truth in the 
church they ask, “why not”? 
  

Love means putting your neighbour first, and if we 
say we love God and follow Jesus, it means we are 
dedicated to being like Him. There is a catch phrase 
in the Christian world that says, “The less of me the 
more God can be.” To understand this, it needs to be 
in our prayer life, not as a rote learning thing, but as 
a natural yearning like hunger pangs in our stomach. 
It is a burning in our souls that is the passion in our 
love for God. It is what makes us do and be the 
things that bring into this world God’s healing and 
Grace, His forgiveness and compassion for others, 
and we stand out because of this. Living this way 
confronts the hatred in this world, making people 
see there is a different way to be, a different truth to 
live, that is everything virtuous and wholesome. 
  

That is why as Christians we are anything but  
ordinary. 1 Peter 2:9 says this: “But ye are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, an Holy nation, a  
peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the 
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness 
into his marvellous light.” 
  

Lets us always be a peculiar people, holy and set 
apart for God. Him working in us outreaching to  
others. 
      Deacon Pete.  
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 July 
Thurs 2nd  THE COMING OF THE LIGHT 
Fri 3rd  Home Group at Seaford Rise, 6 for 6.30 pm 
   Enquiries: David Nitschke 0408763654 
Sun 5th Gold Coin Collection for Pastoral Care Workers 
Mon 6th Southern Vales Mothers’ Union, Seaford  
   Christian Churches Cafe 9.30 am 
   Enquiries: Helen Cook 8386 3689 
Tues 7th Friends of St Ann’s, The Room, 7 pm 
Sat 11th Saturday Night Out, at Willunga Hotel.  
   following the 5.30 service at  
   St Stephen’s. Bookings 0410 548 040 
Fri 17th Home Group at Seaford Rise, 6 for 6.30 pm 
Sun 19th Holly  Aged Care ecumenical service,   
   Hackham (to be confirmed) 
Tues 21st Prayers for Peace, 2  pm in St Ann’s Room 
   Enquiries: Trish McDonald 0408 872 704 
  WFA Council (Zoom) 7 pm (changed date) 
Wed 22nd MARY MAGDALENE 
Sat 25th JAMES 
Tues 28th Futures Meeting (Zoom) 

August 
Sun 2nd Gold Coin Collection for Pastoral Care Workers 
Mon 3rd Southern Vales Mothers’ Union, Seaford  
   Christian Churches Cafe 9.30 am 
Tues 4th Friends of St Ann’s, The Room, 7 pm 
Fri 7th  Home Group at Seaford Rise, 6 for 6.30 pm 
Sat 8th Saturday Night Out Bookings 0410 548 040 
Sun 9th Holly  Aged Care ecumenical service,  11 am 
Tues 11th WFA Council 7 pm 
Sat 15th MARY 
Tues 18th Prayers for Peace, 2 pm St Ann’s Room 
Fri 21st Home Group at Seaford Rise, 6 for 6.30 pm 
Mon 24th BARTHOLOMEW 
Tues 25th Futures Meeting 7 pm 
Sun 29th (Fifth Sunday) Parish Picnic 

For your Diary ... 

Planning ahead is not easy at the moment as COVID-19 regulations change from week to week , and, in fact from day 
to day. The dates and events listed here should be regarded as guidelines only and may be subject to change. Other 
events may soon resume. Keep in touch with your church. 

Parish Picnic 
Sunday 29th August 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are proposing to reinstate the Parish Picnic  
on the fifth Sunday of August at the legendary  
Loch Dubh (Myponga Reserve). We missed this  

opportunity in March due to the Corona Virus, and 
with restrictions being lifted it would be an ideal  
opportunity to have a get-together of the whole  

parish and celebrate our oneness.  
Hoot mon, stay tuned for further details!  

       Brenton  

 
 

If you have news of coming events or noteworthy 
happenings in the Pastoral District of Southern Vales to 

share with the rest of the parish, please contact the  
Editor, Anne  Chittleborough, at 23 Esplanade,  

Pt Willunga 5173, ph 8556 5078 or email 
machit5@bigpond.com.au, preferably by the 15th of July. 

Please notify the Editor if you wish to avoid the chance of 
being mentioned in this newsletter.  

 

Prayers for Peace is starting up again in St Ann’s room on 
Tuesday 21st July with the new starting time of 2pm.  
Everyone very welcome to come and share prayers,  

discussion and wonderful meditative music, and light a 
candle for God's peace.  

 

Prayers for Peace is starting up again in St Ann’s room 
on Tuesday 21st July with the new starting time of 2 pm.  

Everyone very welcome to come and share prayers,  
discussion and wonderful meditative music, and light a 

candle for God's peace.  
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Our congregation continues to 
receive the Sunday Lunch  
Service online each week, with 
Helen Cook delivering to those 
who wish a written copy.  It also 
gives Helen the opportunity to 
catch up with people and make 
sure all is OK, and that we are happy to help out if they 
need anything. Birthdays and Special Days continue to 
be celebrated regardless of the current restrictions, 
with cards and gifts being delivered. – always keeping 
our distance of course.! 
 

Several members of St Nicholas’ spend time each week 
contacting others, catching up on the news and  
passing along the line – so to speak!  These calls have 
become so popular it will probably become one of the 
features of St Nicholas’ Fellowship going forward.  
Although we have not all been able to meet together, 
as things have eased people have begun visiting each 
other in their homes, lessening the loneliness of some. 
 

We are still waiting for the painters to come and start 
work at SCC.  The offices and other areas are ready to 
be repainted; we just have not had a start date as yet.  
Once the painting is completed, we will refill the office 
with those items we could not live without – which is 
fortunately a lot less thanwas in there to begin with. 
 

The SCC Café is now open, practising Social Distancing 
and Good Hygiene to ensure all are safe. They still  
offer take-away frozen meals and the regular Friday 
Roast.  The commitment of Cathy and her mother Pam 
over the past months has been amazing. This outreach 
has ensured that a large number of people have had 
the opportunity of a hot healthy meal during the week. 
 

The Op Shop has not opened as yet, still in the  
planning mode to make sure they conform to the  
necessary regulations of their COVID Plan.  They are 
still working behind the scenes sorting and organising 
so they will be ready when they can reopen. 
 

We have previously met with leaders from the UCA 
Church of Christ congregations regarding how we can 
safely reopen for services each Sunday. We got  
together last Wednesday and cleaned the Baptistry, 
moved and re-purposed (lost) lots of items which had 
crept into the Baptistry and discussed how best to  
proceed.  The UCA Church of Christ congregation is 
planning to begin holding services from this Sunday – 
28th June.  St Nicholas’ will begin holding services from 
Sunday 12th July.   
 

There will be several changes to the way we can run 
our services, especially entering and exiting the Centre. 
We all realise this is an ongoing situation and bits 
might have to be tweaked to make sure we all conform 

with current  
regulations and to 
make sure we are all 
safe as we worship. 
However, nothing is  
insurmountable, with 
a true sense of  
purpose, a lot of 
good humour and 
patience we can  
adjust to the changes 
and use them as an  
opportunity to move 
forward. 
 

Blessings 
 

Helen Cook and Jane 
Cuthbert, Wardens 

News from St Nicholas’,  Seaford Christian Churches 

“Our side” 

Social distancing guide! 
An ingenious solution by John Taylor from 

the Uniting Church CC 
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News from St Margaret’s, McLaren Vale 

Hi everyone,  
The congregation of St Margaret's has been busy  
preparing to open our church and putting into place the 
appropriate COVIDsafe Plan (thank you Greg John) and 
an appropriate cleaning plan. Thank you all involved and 
especially Jane Cuthbert, who not only gave us expert 
advice, but also helped us to strip the church to its  
easiest level to keep clean, and wielded a cloth.  
 

The church was open for the funeral of Bob Edmeades on 
the 5th June. The family was very pleased with the  
arrangements, two of the family arriving from  
Queensland with a doctor’s certificate and a pass back 
into Queensland. St Margaret's was one of the only two 
addresses they were allowed to visit while in South  
Australia. As The Grapevine had been printed that  
morning, we also had copies available for the family,  
especially thoughtful as Helen Cook had written a Vale 
Bob Edmeades.  
 

The next week we were back stripping down and cleaning 
both the hall and the vestry. Again, thank you to all  
concerned, it was a hard job, and we are still fine tuning 
the processes required to keep St Margaret’s safe for us 
all now and into the next months. 
 

We were all happy that as our first service we were able 
to celebrate St Margaret of Scotland's Day. It was very 
good to see how everyone had weathered isolation, and 
to catch up with everyone, although within social  
distancing regulations. 
 

We have also recommenced our Wednesday services and 
the Wednesday Bible Study Group is again meeting in the 
hall afterwards. 
 

Julia has been able to recommence visiting the nursing 
homes, providing comfort to our congregations there, 
sometimes with Holy Communion and sometimes with a 
chat. 
Greg continues to oversee the maintenance of the church 
grounds and Lorna's son-in-law has cut the hedge. Thank 
you Joe Evens.  
 

Continue to be safe out there. 
Greg John & Judy Wells, Wardens    

The congregation gathers again!   
Clockwise in rows from the front L: 
Roger & Brenda Dew, Lorna McGaffin, Fran Pettigrew 
and Sylvia Francis, Fr Dennis & Mary Eales, Greg John, 
Fr Brenton, Eileen Cook,  Jac Hocking and Judith Wells, 
yes, Fr Brenton again!, Jan Macnamara, Greg & Leonie 
Pettman,  Rupert & Di Best. 

The Church on the Hill 
 

The cemetery  at St Philip & St James  is now owned by Bethaney and Darren Bacchus. 
They invite  contact from those owning grave sites:  

facebook :  The Church on the Hill;   
email: enquiries@thecemeteryofstphilipandstjames.com.au;  

phone: 8317 6044. 
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Worship has recommenced on a Saturday evenings at 
5.30 pm for up to 20 people. On June 13th the attendance 
was 12. Thanks to Wendy Sandercock and Joan Lunn for 
assisting in the preparation for that service. With no 
drinks and nibbles after the service it made for an early  
evening. On June 29th the maximum number allowed in 
the building was increased to 30 with a 2 square metre 
rule to be applied. We no longer have Alexis and Bill with 
us as they returned to Canberra in February, while Dr 
Kevin has taken up residence in Adelaide.  
 

The guide for a Sunday Table Service is still available for 
those unable to attend on Saturday evening, and  
deliveries of the service sheet around Willunga continue 
as part of Pastoral Visiting.  
 

The next monthly Saturday Night Out dinner will be held 
on the second Saturday in July (11th) at the Willunga Ho-
tel. Bookings 0410 548 040. 
 

St Stephen’s is again open on Saturday mornings for 
prayer or a chat; and the grounds continue to be  

available for parking.  Market shoppers 
and visitors are encouraged to park in 
the grounds. It is a safe parking location 
for families with infants and small  
children while shopping at The Famers’ 
Market or on High Street. 
 

The weekly Scripture study, recently 
held at 27 Aubrey Drive, Willunga has 
resumed  in St  Margaret’s Sunday 
School room at 10 am each Wednesday 
after the 9 am Holy Eucharist service, 
which commenced again on June 17th. 
 

The gardens: The prunings from the 
overgrown bushes on the southern side of the entry 
driveway have been mulched and will be spread around 
the garden when the wet weather becomes a sunny day.  
Again, many thanks are given to the core members of the 
Prickle Team. Thanks to Bob for regularly mowing the 
front lawn along St Andrews Terrace.  
 

 The monthly service at Holly  
Nursing Home, Hackham is being  
discussed with the management, and 
may recommence in July, dependent on 
the requirements of the Nursing Home.    
 

You may still be lucky enough to be able 
to buy one of the wines  donated by  
DocAdams. They’re $25, with the  
proceeds going towards the car park 
renovations, and they’re an excellent drop.  
Grab the chance!   
     TedS and JohnS, Wardens 

News from St Stephen’s,   Willunga 

Six members gathered at the 
home of President Trish Frith at 
9.30 am on June 1st. It certainly 
was a cool, damp start to  
winter.  Two months without 
meeting due to the COVID-19 
Virus Isolation Policies, so  

catching up took  the best part of the conversation over 
refreshments.  It was great to hear all the news that had 
been happening in each other’s lives. A card was signed 
to give to Joanie Rawlings for her birthday, albeit a little 
late, passing on the good wishes from all. Much  
discussion was held regarding the COVID situation and 
when we will be back to normal. 
 

Our attention was drawn to the Autumn issue of  
Mia Mia, the quarterly publication of Anglican Mothers’ 
Union Australia. This magazine has many great articles. 

One which caught my attention was by Robin Ray titled 
“Weathering the Storms”, writing that “Sometimes we 
may want to metaphorically get under the bed until we 
can cope. As Christians we know Jesus will help us 
through the storm.” Mark 4: 37-41.  
 

Along with thoughtful articles there are recipes, poems 
and reports from branches around our country.  
We also receive a copy of Families World Wide.  
This publication has our Wave of Prayer for each day of 
the year and information about MU activities throughout 
the world.  They are both received in the post by each 
member.  
 

The cost for our Membership, $45.00 annually, covers 
the postage and the magazines. If you would like to  
receive these publications just become a member of our 
branch. You would be most welcome.  
     Helen Cook Secretary. 
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News from Yankalilla & Delamere 

Major surgery conducted  
at Christ Church 
Following on from the report in last 
month’s Grapevine about the 
search for the elusive outlets of 
drainage pipes at Yankalilla, we can 
report that extensive testing  
revealed serious root blockage 
problems which required major  
bypass surgery. At this stage the patient is recovering 
well and we are waiting for the next lot of rain to ensure 
that all of the wounds have healed. 
 

Christ Church had its first service for several months on 
14th June, led by Fr Brenton. There were a dozen people 
attending,  all suitably spaced so as to observe the rules. 
 

St James comes out of hibernation 
St James re-opened its doors for worship on June 
14th  with all of the social distancing and COVID-19  
protocols in place and we had twelve people in  
attendance with Fr Brenton leading the service. 
On the previous Friday we did a “winter clean” and we 
had an enthusiastic crowd of eight people turn up which 
meant that the church got a thorough clean (which it 
needed after three months of hibernation). Many hands 
certainly did make light work of the job. 
 

At the same time McKenzie Ryan came  along and  
completed some pruning work around the cemetery. 
Back in February we had had a working bee in the  
cemetery after our 9 am service, to tidy up and remove a 
heap of cork elms around the boundary. McKenzie was 
able to mulch up the stumps and stems and help make 
the grounds look loved and cared for. 
 

       Ron King 

Meanwhile things are taking shape at the Yankalilla Rectory: a tree has been removed and a space cleared for a carport 
to be built, Lyn  is working wonders in a rectory garden, and today’s trailer load brings the new arbor for the shrine, 

and a borrowed tree from St Margaret’s. 
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From St Ann’s, Aldinga 

Preparation  for Resumption of Services 
After the creation of our Plan for Resumption of Services 
at St Ann’s, considered by the Parish Council at its Zoom 
Meeting on 9th June 2020, and after our filing, in  
accordance with State Government requirements, a 
Covid Safe Plan for each of  the Church (maximum  
congregation 20) and the Hall (maximum attendance 16), 
we cleaned both buildings on 11th June 2020 and  
reconfigured them for use for what the most recent 
Emergency Management (Public Activities) (COVID-19) 
Direction 2020 under section 25 of the Emergency  
Management Act 2004 defines as ceremonies  - “religious 
or faith based ceremonies” - and, in the Hall, for  
potential public use by way of defined public activity – 
“indoor public meetings”. 
 

Resumption of Services 
As the metrical version of Psalm 122 begins, “Glad was 
my heart to hear my old companions say: Come, in the 
house of God appear, for ’tis a holy day.” We were  
indeed blissful, delighted, “joyful in the house of prayer” 
and thankful that Services at St Ann’s resumed on 14th 
June 2020.   
 

We are fortunate in that we have no physical barriers to 
moving the altar to the centre of the church and to  
arranging the chairs around it (see p. 1), in accordance 
with applicable Social Distancing requirements.  We duly 
recorded the attendance of 21 people in the Church and 
of six people in the Hall (including Brother Simon’s brief 
incursion to deliver, in one kind only, Holy Communion). 
Services continued at St Ann’s on 21st June.  Deacon  
Peter led the Service, and we duly recorded 24 people in 
the Church and four people in the Hall. (The latter had 
the advantage of the warmth of the air conditioner!) 
Thanks to David Nitschke and his video  camera 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and advice from Darren  Scaresbrook, the service  
can be streamed across to the hall. The question of  
resumption of morning tea after services will be  
further addressed at the July Parish Council Meeting. 
 

On 28th June  Brother Simon suggested we think about 
whether members of a congregation might tend to  
compartmentalise their worship life off from their  
ordinary life.  He introduced us, on screen, to two people 
who might not have been expected to relate to each 
other, but who did so: Bono [Paul David Hewson, KBE OL
(1960-)] lead vocalist and primary lyricist of rock band 
U2; and the Reverend Professor Eugene Hoiland Peterson 
(1932-2018), translator of The Message: The Bible in  
Contemporary Language. (To find this online, use search 
terms Bono Peterson interview) 
 

Choir 
Choir Practice resumed at St Ann’s on 18th June:  of 
course there was “playing of the merry organ”,  
particularly for “Will your anchor hold in the storms of 
life”; and, happily, lockdown had had no adverse effect 
on the capacity for “sweet singing in the choir” which 
was also unaffected by “the noise of selfish strife” so  
excessively prevalent in the public sphere at this time.  
The “sweet song of silver-throated singers”, beloved of 
Mary Baker Eddy, will continue.  Such singers are always 
welcome to join us, at 9.30 am on Thursdays. 
 

Rose Pruning 
Now is the season for the popular outreach and  
fundraising activity, rose pruning by the experts from  
the Prickle Team.  Victoria McKee and Trish Frith are the  
contacts to be approached with requests for attention  
to be given to preparing roses for new blooms. 
 

Garden team 
The garden team has continued to beaver away at the 
church and cemetery grounds, and on Tuesday 23rd  
managed to deal with five tonnes of donated garden soil 
in preparation for the memorial rose garden. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friends of St Ann’s 
Meetings of the Friends of St Ann’s are planned to  
resume, initially at 7 pm on Tuesday 7th July 2020 in the 
Hall. 
        Church Wardens Julianne Bates and Brian McMillan  
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On 5th July Gwynne Gray, who has recently moved from 
Aldinga to ACH Yankalilla, will celebrate her 95th birthday. 
Her daughter, Jo Parsons, who with her husband Neil was 
here when COVID-19 broke out, and unable to return 
home to the UK, has been a welcome member of the St 
Ann’s congregation, and we’ll be sad to see her leave 
when “normalcy” resumes. She has been taking the  
Sunday Table Service to share with her mother at ACH. 

The story of a Hymn 
The Complete Book of Hymns:  
Inspiring Stories about 600 Hymns 
and Praise Songs, by William J  
Petersen and Ardythe Petersen has 
this to say about one of the Hymns 
sung on 21st June 2020, O Love that 
wilt not let me go: 
“ . . . [Rev] George Matheson [DD 

FRSE (1842-1906)], who wrote the hymn, went  
completely blind when he was eighteen . . . He  
remained a star student in spite of his blindness.  He went 
on to become a great preacher in the Church of Scotland, 
assisted by his sister, who learned Greek and Hebrew to 
help with his research. 
 

Matheson wrote this hymn when he was forty years old.  
He described the circumstances  surrounding the writing 
in this way; ‘I was at that time alone.  It was the day of my 
sister’s marriage . . .  Something happened to me, which 
was known only to myself, and which caused me the most 
severe mental suffering.  The hymn was the fruit of that 
suffering.’  

 

The mystery is this: What suffering was he writing about?  
Some think he was remembering the time when his  
fiancé broke the engagement after learning he would  
become completely blind.   But perhaps it was because 
his devoted sister was getting married and he would be 
left alone. 

 

Regardless, Matheson had discovered a love that would 
not let him go.  And so may we, even in the darkest times 
of our lives.” Brian McMillan, Organist, St Ann’s  

 

The Peace Of Wild Things - Poem by 
Wendell Berry 

 

When despair grows in me 
and I wake in the night at the least sound 
in fear of what my life and my children's lives may be, 
I go and lie down where the wood drake 
rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron 
feeds. 
I come into the peace of wild things 
who do not tax their lives with forethought 
of grief. I come into the presence of still water. 
And I feel above me the day-blind stars 
waiting for their light. For a time 
I rest in the grace of the world, and am free 

For a new look at the Bible,  visit  
www.bibleproject.com 

Visual storytelling meets the Bible. Animated videos  
explore the books and themes of the Bible, as they lead 

to Jesus. Watch the story unfold, explained with  
delightful graphics drawn and evolving before your eyes.  

Below: from exploring the Psalms 
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Snippets from Western Fleurieu Anglican Parish Council & Futures meeting 

Br Simon expressed enormous 
thanks to every single person 
working through the COVID-19 
situation and implementing the 
Sunday Table Services. He spoke 
of the wonderful pastoral care 
people were giving at this time. 
 

The Parish Secretary  
emphasised the urgent need for 

everyone to attend to any Safer Ministry certificates they 
needed. They needed to have been completed and sent to 
the Diocesan Office by the end of June. 
 

COVID-19 procedures: 
In cleaning buildings, the rule is “clean it or take it out” 
Each external group using the buildings had to have its own 
plan and Wardens needed to sight the plans. 
Morning tea: while this was officially allowed it was not 
practicable to resume morning teas as yet, due to the  
necessary procedures to be followed. 
 

The Treasurer reported that our situation was as good as it 
could be under the circumstances, and assistance from  
JobKeeper had been received for Br Simon and Fr Brenton . 
There has been an encouraging increase in direct debit  
giving as well as other forms of collection. 
 

Reports from the churches: 
Yankalilla was starting an internal audit. Christ Church was 
still having visitors, and donations were placed in the box 
outside the church. They were looking at getting a new  
arbour to protect  the statue. This was estimated to cost 
about $1000, but they had already received $450 in  
donations from visitors. The tree near the rectory had been 
removed, and they were waiting on  the builders’ work on 
the carport and verandah. (see p.  7) 
 

St Margaret’s might need to discuss how to manage the 
Wednesday service – the extra cleaning required by COVID-
19 presented a challenge to the aging congregation where 
it needed to be done twice a week. 
 

St Stephen’s had re-arranged the pews  to allow for the 
right number of congregants (20). 
 

St Nicholas’: Lease payments, which had been suspended 
for four months, will resume at in July. The amount ($6.50 
per person) would remain unchanged. 
 

Delamere would start services on the 14th June. As there 
would be a fortnight between services the hymn books 
would not need cleaning. They would not be using the hall, 
and would not resume services at ACH. 
 

Brian and Margaret had done a detailed plan for the  
opening up of St Ann’s, with seating to be re-oriented using 
only the requisite number of chairs. Information had been 
sent to Friends, but the street noticeboard to be kept  
low-key for now. 
 

WFA meetings to remain on Zoom for the time being, to 
save cleaning and also save travel in the cold months.  
 
Next WFA meeting:  Tuesday 21st July on Zoom (date 
changed to avoid a Diocesan meeting).  
Next Futures meeting Tuesday 28th July 

10 
Thanks to Dave Walker for free use of his cartoons  at this time. 
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“Futures Meetings”,  where our clergy and wardens 
come together to look at issues facing the parish and the 
wider church, are held monthly. Currently they are held on 
Zoom.  
 

Discussion on the 23rd June ranged over at a number of  
issues facing the church today. In brief, they included the 
following: 
 there is a diverse world view out there—we can’t 

come up with only one approach any more. “Having 
the facts” doesn’t fit the bill any more—faith is a 
journey. 

 science as it develops is actually pointing us back 
towards the  spiritual—what underlies  the physical 
world? Artificial Intelligence raises the question, 
“What is consciousness?” 

 we each have several communities we link into and 
“speak their language”. They are our mission field—
our ministry is to those we connect with. 

Not what you might expect of a pastor? Nadia Bolz-
Weber  is an American Lutheran Pastor who speaks 
the faith in modern English, and she doesn’t pull any 
punches. Life is messy sometimes, but she affirms 
that God can make something good, something 
lovely, even out of mess. Her book (see extracts  
below) reveals her struggle to meet God where she 
is.  “I realized that I had been called to proclaim the 
Gospel from the place where I am and proclaim 
where I am from the Gospel.”  
 

“The thing that sucks is that every time we draw a 
line between us and others, Jesus is always on the 
other side of it. Damn.”  
 

“I can't imagine that the God of the universe is  
limited to our ideas of God. I can't imagine that God 
doesn't reveal God’s self in countless ways outside of 
the symbol system of Christianity. In a way, I need a 
God who is bigger and more nimble and mysterious 
than what I could understand and contrive.  
Otherwise it can feel like I am worshipping nothing 
more than my own ability to understand the divine.”    

“Grace is when God is a source of wholeness, which 
makes up for my failings. My failings hurt me and 
others and even the planet, and God’s grace to me is 
that my brokenness is not the final word. My  
selfishness is not the end-all…instead, it’s that God 
makes beautiful things out of even my own shit. 
Grace isn’t about God creating humans as flawed 
beings and then acting all hurt when we inevitably 
fail and then stepping in like the hero to grant us 
grace—like saying 'Oh, it’s OK, I’ll be a good guy and 
forgive you.' It’s God saying, 'I love the world too 
much to let your sin define you and be the final 
word. I am a God who makes all things new.”  
 

“When these kinds of things happen in my life, 
things that are so clearly filled with more beauty or 
redemption or reconciliation than my cranky  
personality and stony heart could ever manufacture 
on their own, I just have no other explanation than 
this: God.”  
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Western Fleurieu Anglicans  
(A parish of the Diocese of The Murray) 

Visit our website! 
   http://www.southernvalesparish.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Office Tel 0487 420 653 

Secretary Mrs Jane Cuthbert 

Email: westernfleurieu@tpg.com.au 

Br Simon Waters 
simon.waters@bigpond.com 

 

Fr Brenton Dick  
0417 831 880 

dickscot@bigpond.com 
 

Deacon Peter Chapman 
0428 959 213 

peter@buildingecosystems.com.au 

Service times & contact details 
 

 St Margaret’s, 99 Main Road McLaren Vale  
  Sunday: 10.30 am  
 Wednesday: 9:00 am 

  Wardens:   
   Greg John   0405 053 331 
   Judith Wells  8186 1296 

St Stephen’s, St Andrews Tce, Willunga             
     Saturday: 5.30 pm 

  Wardens:    
    Ted Sandercock  8556 4535 
    John Strachan 0407 605 152 

St Ann’s, 7 Stonehouse Lane, Aldinga 
 Sunday: 9 am 

  Wardens:   
     Julianne Bates  0422 817 169 
     Brian McMillan 8557 6984 

St Nicholas’, Seaford, Seaford Christian Churches 
 Sunday 10.30 am  
[SERVICES PLANNED TO RESUME 12TH JULY ]  
   See p. 4 
   Fifth Sundays in the month: a 10 am  
  combined Ecumenical service with the            
  Uniting Church and the Church of Christ. 

  Wardens:  
  Jane Cuthbert 0407 651 606 
   Helen Cook 0427 679 787 or 8386 3689 

Christ Church, Yankalilla 
 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sundays – 9.00 am 
 4th Sunday – 11.00 am 
 5th Sunday – Combined Service 

  Wardens: 
       Ann Gardiner  0419 035 290 
       Lynn King  0421 332 399 
           Belinda Rosser 0411 591 628 

St James, Delamere 
 2nd Sunday – 11.00 am 
 4th Sunday – 9.00 am 
 5th Sunday – Combined Service 

  Wardens:  
  Peter Filsell 0427 534 09 
  Ann Ryan - 8598 0227 

Where there is a Fifth Sunday in a month, service 
times are likely to be different. Please check 
pewsheets, noticeboards and website for details, 
and see p. 3 of this issue for August Parish Picnic.  


