SUNDAY TABLE SERVICE
7th February 2021
Let us watch Songs of Praise together on the ABC
and then set the table for our shared meal.

•

Setting our table for our Sunday lunch service.

Sometimes we eat, in front of the TV either together or alone; we eat on the run; we eat out in in
restaurants or even in our car; but today we sit at a table that we have set for our Sunday lunch
meal. It is our everyday altar of life-giving food.
•

Prayerful and intentional preparation for a meal

As we worship at home today let us define the occasion by adding
something special to our table. Give some thought to the
presentation of our meal as a meditation on the importance of the
time we are setting aside for worship.
The Transfiguration of Jesus signifies God’s confirmation of His mission through
Jesus in the redemption of the whole world. It was from this time on that Jesus
began his journey to Jerusalem. He knew that in Jerusalem he would be rejected
and crucified. Just before the transfiguration and after, He tells His disciples that
he will be killed but he will raise again. 8:31 & 9:30. They see Jesus resplendent in
God’s glory, they see the cloud of God descend over Him, Elijah and Moses, they
Hear God speak and say “This is my Son, listen to Him.” But they do not
comprehend God’s mission. Understanding God’s ways can be like this. In telling
Jesus he will make three shelters, is Peter’s attempt to make sense of what had just happened. We
too, try to make sense of God’s ways only to fall so very short in our understanding. Quite often, if
we sit and be still, listening for his voice, He shows us where He lead us from and tells us where we
are going and our understanding becomes a gift from Him and not of our own.
•

opening prayer — consciously drawing together in our mind our Parish community
around our table.

Be still and silent. Visualise in your mind, those whom you invited to share with you. Pray:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Here, and throughout the world, We adore you O Christ, and we bless you,
because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. Amen
Bless this food, both physical and spiritual. Bless all who gather at your
table, both seen and unseen, In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen

• Let us read and reflect on our cycle of readings
A reading from the second book of Kings, Chapter 2 beginning at Verse 1
1

Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha

were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as
Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went
down to Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him,
“Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know;
keep silent.”

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company
of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today
the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”
4

Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men
of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were
standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water
was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.
6

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may
do for you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me
inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have
asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you,
it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11 As they continued walking
and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept
watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and
its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped
his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.
9

Psalm 50:1-6
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Hear the word of the Lord,

thanks be to God

The Lord our God, the Mighty One, has spoken:
and summoned the earth,
from the rising of the sun to its setting in the west.
From Zion, perfect in beauty:
God has shone out in glory.

Our God is coming, he will not keep silent:
before him is devouring fire,
and tempest whirls about him.

He calls to the heavens above:
and to the earth, so he may judge his people.

‘Gather to me my faithful ones:
those who by sacrifice made a covenant with me.’
The heavens shall proclaim his righteousness:
for God himself is judge.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians, Chapter 4 beginning at Verse 3

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do not proclaim ourselves; we
proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6 For it is the God who said,
“Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of
3

the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. 8 We are afflicted
in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but
not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death
of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. 11 For while
we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus
may be made visible in our mortal flesh. 12 So death is at work in us, but life in
you.Hear the word of the Lord,
thanks be to God.
7

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark, Chapter 9 beginning at Verse 2
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.
2
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led
them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured
before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on
earth could bleach them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses,
who were talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good
for us to be here; let us make three dwellings,[c] one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there
came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8 Suddenly
when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only
Jesus. 9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to
tell no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. This is the
Gospel of the Lord,
praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
Sentence

It is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ who has shone in our hearts to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
.

•

.
Let us now engage in some quiet reflection, or conversation and sharing, responding to
the Gospel passage. We may like to write down some key thoughts for further reflection.

God shines forth - We have this treasure in Clay Jars
David in the Psalm says “Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth.” The readings tell us of the
light of God that shines through Christ our Lord. This light though seen on the mount of Transfiguration, it
is also everything that God is, His virtues, His righteousness, His Goodness, and of course, His love for us. If
you watched someone walking towards a powerful spotlight somehow the light seems to surround the
shape of that person. So it is, if we seek to draw nearer to God His light engulfs us, we too then enter into
the transfiguration of the light of Christ. It is His light that transforms us, as we
partake in all that He is. Paul tells the Corinthians; For it is God who said, “Let light
shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. And he gives us the
reason, “So that the life of Jesus may be visible in our mortal flesh.

•

prayer-time Now let us continue to offer our prayers for healing of the world; for those
affected by coronavirus; for family; for members of the parish and wider community, for the
life and ministry of the Church, for encouragement in our journey of faith.

Please pray alongside those in our parish asking for prayer. We give thanks for
the life work and witness of Fr Percy Leske, who passed away peacefully earlier this
week. Pray for his family and his wife Betty . Give thanks for the continued healing
of Fr Ted Newing and continue to pray with Joyce, Lynn, David, Ron & Ann;
Kathy’s Family; Pat ;Izabelle; Peta ; Mariette; Joanne; Peter G, Peter C; Nicholas B;
Samantha; Fiona; Brenton; Sue; Brenda; Pat; Brendon; Fr Percy & Betty; Bp David; Bill; David H;
Marjorie; Diane; Jean; Mitchell and family; Carolyn; Angela; Carol; Shirley; Lucy Ann; Margaret, Lyn;
Irene; Linda; Tina; Wendy; Chris; Trevor; Liz; Tristan & Trish S; Lainie and Nicholas; John Carroll; Jac
Bishop, Joan; Joanie; Andrew; Kerrie; Mary, Kate, Colin, Cathy, Carol, Allison, Ann, Jean and Betty
and any others we wish to say either silently or aloud.
Let us say the Lord’s Prayer Together. Our Father
…………………………………..
Prayer of the Day
Almighty God,
whose Son was revealed in majesty
before he suffered death upon the cross:
give us faith to perceive his glory,
that being strengthened by his grace
we may be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory;
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen
Conclude the meal with the following prayer together.
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be amongst us and remain with us always.
Amen.
Intentional connection beyond your home
After our Table Service, make contact with others who may be alone and would welcome a call or
message from you. Use the time to catch up with your family and friends who are interstate or
overseas. Use your phone or email or face time or SMS to keep in contact and share with others
the promise of a brighter and better future in 2021.

