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Proclaiming Christ  
in word and action; 
growing in care,  
love and service 

July 2026 

 

 

 

 

Synod 2026 
Synod 2026 was held at Christ Church, Mt Barker on the 19th-21st June, with attendees including Synod Representatives and 
Observers from our Parish of Western Fleurieu. What will linger in the memories of those attending will be the news  and 
stories told, the challenges and the ideas shared, the sense of collegiality in working together in the plenary sessions and 
discussion groups, the companionship shared over a cuppa and over delicious meals, and the impressive teamwork of the 
parish of Mt Barker in making it all happen so smoothly. 
 

The Administrator’s Address on the Friday evening was a challenge to be the Church in a post-Christendom society which, 
while often rejecting the Church, nevertheless has a longing for spirituality; an invitation to recognise Christ walking beside 
us as on the road to Emmaus. 
 

In the Saturday morning plenary session Fr Brenton Dick spoke about meditation, and after outlining its background and a 
way of meditation, led Synod through a ten-minute meditation as an introduction to it. (For those interested, our parish 
offers meditation on Tuesday mornings at St Stephen’s, Willunga at 9am and on Friday mornings at Yankalilla at 9.15am.) 
 

The afternoon session was led by Fr David McDougall. In parish groups members and observers did an audit of the  
community needs in their area, and a second audit - of the gifts we possess as the Church. Where our gifts offer the  
potential to meet the needs, was seen as a BINGO point! Where community needs and gifts coincide, Fr David pointed out, 
this is probably the task we are called to do.         (Cont’d over page) 
 

       Above: Helen, Rev Beck, Julia, Brian, Liz and Margaret  in Archdeacon McDougall’s discussion session. 
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Synod 2026 (Cont’d) 

 
Over the three days at Synod,  questions, thoughts and  insights were shared and discussed,  including: 
 

*   Church begins with each one of us. 
* How can the Diocese help us be the Church in today’s society? 
* Why are we being the Church? For the people around us, for our community, for those not yet known,  
        and for the unloved... 
*    Young people are asking questions – you see this on Facebook. 
*    The importance of approaching schools, circumventing opposition. 
*    We serve because we love. Our real business is not on Sunday! 
*    Serving others means walking alongside them 
*    We need to speak to others “in their local way of understanding” 
*     The Church is trusted, “a safe place with good people we can trust”. 
* We have social capital – how can we use it to be more relevant to our communities? 
*    Anglican worship, with its consistent pattern of liturgy can be accessible  
        and a “safe place”  for neurodivergent people. 
* Ministry in old age homes – the value of eye contact. 
 

Instead of  organ music, 
worship was accompanied 
by piano, guitars, ukeleles, 
a violin, a clarinet and a 
harmonica. It sounded 
great! 

Pray for Peace 
 

God of Love, God of Peace, 

this fractured world cries out in pain, 

burns deep into my soul and challenges me 

to make a difference.  

God of Love, God of Peace, God of this world 

scarred by grief and tears, ignorance and fear, 

soften hearts of stone 

and begin with mine.... 
     (John Birch). 

 

Prayers for peace are held at St Ann’s Room, 11.15am –12md 

on the second Thursday of the month, following  

Choir Practice.    Next on 9th July. 

Join your prayers with those of others. 
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   For your Diary .  

 

 
 

St Margaret’s   
 

Bottles and Cans 
 

COLLECTIONS FOR  

         MISSIONS. 
 

 
Another $30 has been collected this month  

due to the dedication of our collectors. 
  

This brings the 
2026 YTD total to $250! 

 

Thank you to everybody contributing to this  
worthy cause 

 Di Best 

 

If you have news of coming events or happenings in the Western Fleurieu area to share with the rest of 
the parish, please contact the Editor, Anne Chittleborough  

at 23 Esplanade, Pt Willunga 5173, ph 85565078, or machit5@bigpond.com, preferably by 15th July. 
 
 

And please notify the Editor if you wish to avoid the chance of being mentioned in the newsletter.  

July 
 

Wed 1st COMING OF THE LIGHT 

Sun 5th Gold Coin Collection for PCWs* 

  St Nicholas’ shared luncheon 

Mon 6th Mothers Union St Ann’s 9.30am 

Thurs 9th Prayers for Peace, St Ann’s 11.15am 

Sun 12th Edenfield service, Yankalilla 2pm 

Tues 14th Ministry Team St Nicholas’ 3pm 

  WFA Council St Nicholas’ 4pm  

Sat 18th High Tea, St Ann’s (see p. 5), 3pm 

Sun 19th Walking with Jesus Christ Church 10am  

Tues 21st  Friends of St Ann’s 4pm 

Wed 22nd MARY MAGDALENE 

Fri 24th Family Tea, St Ann’s 6 for 6.30pm 

Sat 25th JAMES 

Sun 26th Healing Service, Christ Church 11am 

 

   Another fantastic  

Saturday  
18th July   

    at St Ann’s  

3-5pm 
 

And also,  

* each Tuesday, at St Stephen’s, Willunga: Christian Meditation 9am 

* each Wednesday, at St Margaret’s, McLaren Vale: 

          Holy Communion/Morning Prayer 9am;  Bible Study 10am 

* and each Friday:   

  Christian Meditation at Christ Church, Yankalilla  9.15—10am   

Musical interludes. 
 (See p. 5) 

High Tea 

August   
 

Sun 2nd Gold Coin Collection for PCWs* 

  St Nicholas’ shared luncheon 

Thurs 6th TRANSFIGURATION 

Sun 9th Edenfield service, Yankalilla 2pm 

Mon 10th Mary Sumner Day MU service, Mt Barker,  

      11am 

Tues 11th WFA Council, St Ann’s 4pm 

Thurs 13th Prayers for Peace, St Ann’s 11.15am 

Sat 15th MARY 

Sun 16th Walking with Jesus Christ Church 10am 

Tues 18th Friends of St Ann’s 4pm 

Sun 23rd Healing Service, Christ Church 11am 

Mon 24th BARTHOLOMEW 

Fri 28th Family Tea, St Ann’s 6 for 6.30pm 

Sun 30th PARISH COMBINED SERVICE, St Nicholas’  

   Seaford, 10.30am 

$35 

* for Pastoral Care Workers (Chaplains) 
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News from St Ann’s Aldinga   

 

safe we feel when those key people are there! Our Lord 
definitely knows that we need each other! (On a side 
note, Julianne has informed Brian that he cannot plan a 
six month trip abroad as it would take her years to learn 
enough hymns!) 
 

People contribute in so 
many ways to our   
worship, including flower 
and other decorations to 
beautify the church.  The 
front corner, which for 
years held artistic  
creations by Gillian 
Clampett, has now  with 
Margaret Morgan’s help, 
taken on a new style. This 
month the corner has 
been enhanced by some of Margaret’s delicate crochet 
work . 
 

Victoria spoke to our last Friends group about the  
Aldinga Christian Care and Support Centre. She  
highlighted the generosity of supporters and informed 
us of the extra help from the community and other 
churches. When asked if there was more we could do, 
she suggested the possibility of a morning tea for  
grandparents who were caring for and thus taking on the 
responsibility for grandchildren. This brought back  
memories of “Granny Annie’s” (2011-16) for parents and 
young children – a new incarnation perhaps? 
 

It was a special occasion on Sunday 28th when baby 
Hope and her father Ryan were baptised. Little Hope 
charmed us all and seemed delighted with the occasion. 
(More photos p. 13 in online supplement.) As an added 
extra, Ryan’s mother Cathy also asked for baptism.  

As each month comes and goes so quickly, it is hard to 
remember the many things that have happened in our 
little church which now sits so proudly “on the bridge 
that joins us to our local community of Aldinga and  
Surrounds”.  We do however notice who is missing  
either from illness or travel to different climes. As you 
read this, many names may come to mind. If so, and 
they would like prayer, please contact Julianne so they 
can be included in our prayer chain. As mentioned in a  
previous report, Home Communion is available to  
anyone who cannot attend services: again, contact 
Julianne (mobile number on p. 12 of The Grapevine) 
who will be able to help. Tony and Wendy Young have 
returned to the UK for a couple of months. As both are 
quite involved in events at St Ann’s, others have 
stepped up to help. Many thanks Claire, Barry and the 
gardening team for all the work you do. 
 

Synod weekend was a perfect example of how we work  
together, especially when the unexpected arises. Our  
esteemed organist, Brian, took himself off to Synod so 
for us it was either pre-recorded music, You Tube music 
or find an organist. Julianne, who hadn’t touched an 
organ in 40 years, or played her piano for a similar time, 
decided to have a go. She had four hymns and four 
weeks to learn them. Her many thanks go to the  
congregation for their ability to sing along, in spite of 
missed or completely wrong musical notes and for  
stopping at the end of the third hymn when she  
mistook Helen’s hand signal signifying one verse to go, 
for “Cut, No More Verses!”  We had a laugh. It was a lay
-led service of Prayer, Praise and Proclamation, but  
unfortunately our leader had an accident the evening 
before. Between Pat, Victoria and Rosie a new leader 
and reader were found that morning and everything 
continued as if it had been planned this way! Margaret, 
Anne and  
Barbara were also away at Synod, so that 
morning Bob took on Margaret’s role for the 
PowerPoint, Lucy gave the Mother’s Union 
150th anniversary prayer, Kay took up the 
collection, which Anne often does, Helen 
was asked to notify Julianne when the last 
verse approached, Wayne assisted, Rosie 
organised morning tea, De, John and Rosie 
gave the message, Bill took the bins out for 
council collection and Julianne opened up 
the church and hall and set up the Power 
Point and sound system. God graciously  
answered our prayers, giving Julianne His 
peace that goes beyond understanding, as 
well as healing to Pat and a joyous service 
that ran fluently. This Warden learnt a  
salient point that day: it takes many people 
working together, usually un-noticed, to run 
a service. More importantly though, how 



5 

 

There’s more in The Grapevine online— 
read it in colour, and see the  extra pages in the online  supplement:  

www.southernvalesparish.org 

Please keep July 18th free as we are having a 
High Tea fundraiser at 3pm. Margaret has  
tickets for $35 each. A special musical  
interlude will be provided by Leo French, a 
young Adelaide tenor who is commencing 
his undergraduate studies in Classical Voice 
this September at the Royal Academy of 
Music in London. He has performed with 
the ASO and the Adelaide Baroque  
Orchestra, including performances of Handel’s Messiah. 
He made a recent debut with the State Opera Chorus in 
Bellini’s “Norma”. Leo will be accompanied by Brian 
McMillan. It will be a lovely afternoon to invite your 
friends or family to. 
 

 Julianne Bates, Brian McMillan, Wardens 

News from St Ann’s cont’d   

For morning tea to follow, the congregation, friends  
and family were treated to spectacular cupcakes made 
by Hope’s mother, Fiona. 

 

On legal matters, Brian and Julianne have signed off on 
the Deed of Release relating to Noise Attenuation  
Treatment, but the line marking in our new off-site  
parking area is still to be completed. We continue to 
work on the water drainage issue. 
 
 

Members gathered at The Visitor Centre, 
McLaren Vale for our meeting on June 
1st. Coffee and chat began the morning. 
A chilly, windy showery day. We shared 
our highlights of our time since  our  
last gathering. 

 

Our usual time of formal service was followed with  
prayers for many on our hearts. Prayers were also read 
from the prayer book for Peace, Times of National or 
International Tension, Pentecost, Those Who Mourn 
and our Wave of Prayer from the Prayer Diary. We all 
prayed the 1994 MU prayer and closed with the Grace. 
 

Lucy Creed had completed a crocheted knee rug for the 
Quickest Warmth project. As Helen has some goods to 
deliver she will take it when she goes. 
 

Many bags of supplies for our 
DV Necessity Bags were 
bought along. They will be 
packed into individual bags at 
next meeting to be held at St 
Ann’s on July 6th, at 9.30am. 
 

At a baptism at St Ann’s on 
Sunday 28th a card and a book 
were given on behalf of the 
Mothers Union to baby Hope. 

Mothers Union 
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News from St Stephen’s, Willunga 

Notes from Parish Council and the Mission Action Plan  

St Stephen’s has taken on a new persona now 
there are no longer services on Saturday evenings. 
Pews have been re-arranged to suit its main use 
now as a meditation centre on Tuesday mornings. 
 

Meditations are led by those attending. Anne and 
Phil Duguid have undertaken the setting up and 
preparing the candles and the morning tea. Many 
thanks for this. Charisse and Geoff will take this on 
when the Duguids are unable to do it. Plans are 
underway  for a cleaning time for sharing the 
housekeeping tasks. Some weeding has been done 
in the garden (there is always more needed!) and 
we are very grateful to Barry Bates and Bill Cale 
from St Ann’s who came and cut the lawns.   
 

All are welcome to join these meditation times. 
   

    Anne Chittleborough 

 

Meetings to discuss the updating of the parish Mission 
Action Plan have been held at St Margaret’s on the 16th 
May, 9th June and the 23rd June.  
 

As time passes it’s important to ask ourselves whether we 
need to update our earlier Mission Action Plan. A series of 
meetings preliminary to reviewing the M.A.P. have been 
spent exploring how we are shaping up as the Body of 
Christ in this place.  
 

Beginning with our local context and the communities  
to which our five churches belong, this has involved  
reflecting on our 

• worship and prayer 

• pastoral care  

• mission and service  

• formation and discipleship and  

• hospitality and invitation. 
There will be a report on the progress of the M.A.P. at  
the next Parish Council meeting on14th July. 

A meeting of the WFA Parish Council was held on the 9th 
June. Among matters discussed/reported were: 
 

Priest’s Report 
Rev Beck had had a request for baptisms at St Ann’s and a  
Renewal of Marriage Vows at St Stephen’s, Willunga in  
December.  
 

The Secretary reported that  updates for the faith centres 
in the parish had been sent to the Diocese to update and 
amend the Diocesan web page.  
 

The Treasurer reported that ministry costs, repairs &  
maintenance and rates were all higher than last year and  
although giving was up we had a deficit this month. 
 

Christ Church was looking at getting a second screen for 
power point displays to save extra printing of booklets. 
 

St Margaret’s reported a successful Combined Service 
with 52 attending; all receiving communion 
 

Work was being done on the toilet doors. The  
deterioration of the back wall of the hall was giving  
concern and solutions and costs were still being explored. 
 

A ride-on mower, offered by Peter Filsell for use wherever 
needed, would need a permanent home. 
 

Seaford Christian Churches would be updating its  
constitution in July.  
 

The Café is now only open Wednesday—Friday, and the 
Tuesday community dinner would move to the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays each month. 
 

The 5th Sunday Parish Combined Service (30th August) 
will be at St Nicholas’, Seaford at 10.30am. 
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News from St Margaret’s, McLaren Vale  

 

Peter Nelson, Trevor Wright, Robert Miller 

 

It is June and the Jonquils are in flower once more.  
 

The month started off quietly, John continues to lead us 
in Morning Prayer on the first Sunday of the month and 
this month Fr Peter Simmons led us in the Eucharist on 
the second Sunday. 
 

The third Sunday was Prayer, Praise and Proclamation. 
It was also Synod that weekend so both Greg John and 
Julia Drought were otherwise engaged. We conducted 
the service from the Service Booklets and Rod  
Sandercock provided the music, playing both a Prelude 
and Postlude for us. As a change the hymns were  
chosen on the day by the congregation from the hymn 
book and Rod played the melody, site reading from the 
hymn book. I did note at least two people breaking into 
parts. Jac again provided mementos, this time in the 
shape of a black river stone with a sparrow pasted onto 
it, to remind us we are precious to God. 
 

On the Monday Sylvia Francis' funeral was held and her 
life celebrated. The service was lovely, providing a time 
to say goodbye. Wendy Sandercock and Fran Pettigrew, 
as close friends and carers for Sylvia in her later years, 
read the psalm and the Bible reading. Afterwards  
afternoon tea was provided in the hall by the parish, 
and this was a chance to share memories with old 
friends. (See also Supplement p. 14) 
 

Sylvia was an avid creator of tapestries and Harry a 
painter; the family brought examples of their work to 
decorate the hall but also to give friends a chance to 
choose and take home a piece of their work; a chance 
many were happy to avail themselves of. Thankyou to 
all those who helped set up and tidy up afterwards,  
particularly Julia Drought who had a clear picture of 
what Sylvia would have wanted. 
 

The fourth Sunday is a Eucharist to be celebrated by Fr 
Alex Bainton. 
 

OH&S 
There is another leak in the hall roof; however its repair 
is in hand. 
Thankyou to Peter Fisell for mowing St Margaret's  
paddock. 
 

And as always may God continue to be with us in all we 
do and say, and thankyou to all those who continue to 
help us as needed, not just physically but in prayer and 
advice. 
 

Judy Wells on behalf of Julia Drought 
  and the Congregation of St Margaret's 

Vale Sylvia Francis 

Born near Liverpool, England, Sylvia grew up during 
the war years. Despite the difficulties of life in those 
years Sylvia was just grateful all her family survived. It 
was always her  philosophy to  
count her blessings. 
 

On finishing high school 
she worked in a hospital 
pathology department 
while attending a  
Technical College part 
time. Later she joined the 
Metropolitan Police force 
in London. It was here she 
met Harry. They married in 
1952; it was to be a  
marriage of nearly 67 years.  
 

For the sake of their sons David and Steve they  
emigrated to Australia in 1965. Sylvia began work at  
the Institute of Technology in the Pathology  
Department. 
 

In 1987 both Sylvia and Harry retired and they moved  
to McLaren Vale where Sylvia joined the congregation 
at St Margaret’s. She identified with Martha in the  
story of Mary and Martha and lived a life of love,  
kindness, compassion, service and charity as Jesus 
would have wanted. She was loved by the  
congregation of St Margaret’s for many reasons  
including her determination (stubbornness!) and we 
will miss her and remember her fondly. 
 

Sylvia died peacefully on Thursday June 11th.            JW 
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News from Christ Church, Yankalilla  

Walking With Jesus, Sunday 21st June 
 

Our gathering this month was taken by Wendy  
Lindsay, one of our School Chaplains in the Schools 
Ministry Network. Her chosen song for “The Year of 
the Hymn”, was “To God be the Glory” by Fanny  
Crosby, (1820–1915) who was a blind American hymn 
writer, poet, and missionary who authored over 8,000 
hymns and became a central figure in gospel music. 
She was also an ancestor of Bing Crosby! The tune 
was written by William Doane. 
 

Our texts were Galatians 1, 3-5 and Psalm 145, both 
of which emphasise the greatness and glory of God. 
The group discussed how we as mere humans give 
the God of the Universe glory. Some suggestions 
were: 
* in having thankful hearts and appreciating the 
beauty of the universe, 
*  remembering that we are children of God and 
finding a way to move beyond our personal problems 
to help  others, who are also his handiwork.   
 

We discussed the fact that the words “vilest offender” 
in the old wording of the song, are now replaced with 
“every offender”. We are all guilty of sinning, even if 
we consider ourselves good citizens, and hence we 
need the same pardon as someone who may be more 
obviously renegade. 
 

The phrase “opened the life gate that all may go in”  
refers back to Jesus’ statement, “I am the gate". He 
has made a way of salvation that all can enter and 
enjoy. 
 

We Christians have the responsibility to show the  
greatness of God through our daily lives, but  
sometimes we don’t need to say anything.   
 

The injunction to “Preach the Gospel at all times, and 
if necessary, use words,” is widely attributed to St  
Francis of Assisi. The same thing is also said in other 
words: “Actions speak louder than words”. 

Liz Gordon-Mills 

During the months of May and June we have enjoyed 
the ministry of  Rev. Beck Newell on the second and 
fourth Sundays, but during July and August she will be 
ministering in other churches in the parish of the  
Western Fleurieu.  Fr Peter Randle will continue to  
celebrate on the first Sunday, while we will have a  
locum priest on the second and fourth Sundays of July 
and August. Rev Beck will join us again in September 
and October. 
 

All three Sundays (1st, 2nd and 4th) that the service is 
held in the church will be the traditional Communion 
service.   
 

The congregation is learning a new benediction which 
will be sung at the conclusion of the Sunday  
services: “May the peace of God our heavenly Father” 
by Keith Getty and Stuart Townsend. 
 
PARISHIONER OF THE MONTH— Gail Filsell 
Gail writes: “I was born and went to school at Lameroo 
and was the youngest of four children.  I started my 
nursing career at Victor Harbor with stints at Port  
Lincoln and Julia Farr and finished it at McLaren Vale.  
I am married to Peter 
and we have two girls 
– Christine and Nicole. 
 

“After I got married, I 
spent 30 years on the 
farm at Delamere  
assisting where  
possible. 
 

“I have been lucky 
enough to travel  
overseas both during 
my working  life and 
since I have retired. I 
continue to volunteer 
within the local  
community and have served as a Pastoral Assistant at 
both the Delamere and Yankalilla Churches.“  
 

Gail is also the current President of our Southern Vales 
branch of the Mothers’ Union. 

Below: The Pro Hart painting  above Christ Church door 

 

 
If you read The Grapevine in a printed copy, please 

consider making a donation towards the cost of 
printing. 

Each costs something over $1 to print and paper 
costs are rising. A donation of $15 from those who 

can afford it would cover a year’s printing. 
 

Put donations in an envelope marked “Grapevine”  
in the collection plate, or, if direct debit is used  

(The Anglican Parish of Southern Vales   
BSB: 105 071,  Acc. no. 029112440),   

please identify it as a Grapevine contribution. 
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News from Christ Church cont’d 

Update on St James’ Delamere 
 

Prior to the sale of the Church at Delamere, numerous items were removed and given to Investigator College at Victor 
Harbor to be used in their worship space. The items included the altar, Royal Doulton candlesticks and vases, the  
reredos, (B) , pulpit (C ) and sanctuary lamp. Whilst this area is still being constructed, some of the items are currently 
being used. Pictured below (A) is the altar in use for the installation of new staff and during a collection of goods for the 
local welfare organisation.  The historic font (D), which is over 300 years old, has been relocated to the Yankalilla   

Museum.  
 

 We also had full set of Priest’s robes and 
these have been passed onto Rev Beck as 
she does not have her own set of robes. 
  Peter Filsell, Warden 
 

A 

B 

C 

D 
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News from St Nicholas’, S.C.C., Seaford   

 Another month has passed and we are now in the throes 
of Winter. The cold winds and rain make us very pleased 
that we can worship in a warm environment each week. 
We are truly blessed. 
 

Several members of our congregation joined the  
Combined Service at St Margaret’s at the end of May, 
with others staying home and using the Table Service, or 
joining in with one of the other services at SCC. 
 

Our Family Service on Sunday 7th of June was taken by 
Rev Beck. Our gospel reading was taken from Matthew, 
with Jesus healing those who came in faith and  
encouraging those who were on the “fringe”, the  
untouchables and the tax collectors, to come forward:  
“For I have come to call not the righteous but the  
sinners” (Matthew 9 12-13). Bella Wohar, Lyn Hann’s  

 

Granddaughter, joined with Sunara in making faithful 
hearts with the phrase “Who needs a doctor?” It was 
also great to welcome Margaret Ray at our services as 
she is currently spending some time at her house in 
Moana. A shared lunch followed with lots of goodies on 
the table. It was a lovely time catching up with everyone. 
 

The “Meeting with God” service on Sunday 14th June  
began with coffee and cake as we celebrated Ann  
Wilson’s birthday. Apparently the cake we cut on Sunday 
was her 4th or 5th one that week! Obviously, lots of  
celebrations with family and friends.  
 

Our service led us to explore how sharing the Good News 
with others is a key part of faith, and how we can learn to 
do so, even when it might feel too difficult. Like the  
Disciples, we are all called upon to continue sharing the 
Good News. We discussed who we thought were the  
harassed and helpless in our community, and how we 
could help and support them. Where were we being 
called to step out in faith and offer God’s love to those in 
need? And what, realistically, could we as a small aging  
congregation actually do? Lots of great discussion, and  
although we were limited in what we could do in a  
practical sense, we all agreed that prayer was a vital tool 
in offering comfort and peace, giving guidance when 
needed and empowering us and others to take action and 
serve in His name. 
 

On Sunday 21st June our usual Healing Service was post-
poned as most clergy were attending Synod. In its place 
we formed a circle and with hands held we offered pray-
ers for those in need. We remembered especially Cathy 
More who is having 
surgery next week and 
Jo, Chris’s daughter in 
law who is having 
treatment in hospital. 
 

With Helen also at  
Synod, we were rather 
few on the ground, but 
all went well, with lots 
of help from those at 
the service.  
 

Our theme for the 
Prayer, Praise and 
Proclamation service 
was the challenge to 
put Jesus first. The words of Jesus in the Gospel reading 
are very direct. That very directness could seem shocking 
to us. Jesus talks about division, swords, and not loving 
people…    none of it sounded like the “gentle Jesus meek 
and mild” that we might have been brought up with, or 
the Prince of Peace that we hear about at Christmas. Nev-
ertheless, we as Christians are called to follow his lead. 
Jesus knew it would not be easy—he never promised that 
following him would be. But He did promise to be with us. 
He does promise to acknowledge us before his Father… to 
tell God, “Yes, He or she is on my team”. What we must 

“Helping out”;  
Margaret Ray 

L: “Meeting With God”  table service morning tea, on 
Ann Wilson’s 97th birthday. 
L-R:  Fr Ted Newing, Ann, Gail Barrett, Ann Wilson’s 
daughter, Georgia. 
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do is be ready to say, “Here I am Lord, Choose me.” 
 

Sunday 28th May will be our usual lay-led Prayer, Praise 
and Proclamation service. Our theme, taken from the 
Roots Worship Resources is about Hospitality, which has 
been a core Christian value from the beginning; learning 
to recognise the presence of God in people who are  
unlike us, and make them welcome. Our opening hymn,  
“All are Welcome”  echoes this. And our closing prayer 
asks God to help us to recognise where there is need 

and to show us how we can serve and spread His love  
everywhere. 
 

Fellowship – Our prayer chain has been especially active 
over the last month, with several prayers for healing as  
well as thanksgiving for prayers answered. We continue 
to be involved where needed with home visits and  
communion and many phone calls. 
  Blessings  
  Helen Cook and Jane Cuthbert, Wardens 

News from St Nicholas’, Seaford (Cont’d)  

This Month’s Readings:  Year A, 2026   

 
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—5th July—Genesis 24:34-38, and 24:42-49, 58-67—Psalm 
45:10-17—Romans 7:14-25—Matthew 11:15-19 (20-24), 25-30 

 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—12th July—Genesis 25:19-34—Psalm 119:105-112—
Romans 8:1-11—Matthew 13:1-9 (10-17) 18-23 

 

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—19th July—Genesis 28:10-19a—Psalm 139:1-11, 23-24—
Romans 8:12-25—Matthew 13:24-30 (31-33), 36-43  

 

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—26th July—Genesis 29:15-28—Psalm 105:1-11 or Psalm 
128—Romans 8:26-39—Matthew 13:44-58 

 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—2nd August—Genesis 32:22-31—Psalm 17:1-7, 16—Romans 
9:1-8 (9-16) - Matthew 14:13-21 

 

A good way to support the continuing ministry of our parish is to arrange a weekly offering as a direct debit.   
This gives a steady commitment to our church even when we miss a Sunday.     

The Anglican Parish of Southern Vales  BSB: 105 071,  Acc no. 029112440 
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 Western Fleurieu Anglicans  
(A parish of the Diocese of The Murray) 

Visit our website! 

   http://www.southernvalesparish.org 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Office Tel 0476 754 772 

Secretary Mrs Jane Cuthbert 

Email: admin@southernvalesparish.org 

 

Administrator of the Diocese 

Br Simon Waters 

administrator@murray.anglican.org 

 

Curate: The Rev’d Beck Newell 

revbecknewell@gmail.com 

0438 876 288 

 

Priests’ Warden: John Strachan 

0407 605 152  

jfstrachan44@outlook.com 

Service times & contact details 
 

 St Margaret’s, 99 Main Road McLaren Vale  
  Sunday: 10.30am  
 Wednesday: 9:00am 

  Wardens:   
   Judith Wells  0411 502 218    
  Julia Drought  0432 366 899 
  

St Stephen’s, St Andrews Tce, Willunga             
      Tuesday: Meditation 9am 
 There are no scheduled Saturday services  
     (But see p. 6) 

      For information contact   
admin@southernvalesparish.org 

    
St Ann’s, 7 Stonehouse Lane, Aldinga 
 Sunday: 9am 
 

  Wardens:   
     Julianne Bates  0422 817 169 
     Brian McMillan 8557 6984 
 
St Nicholas’, Seaford Christian Churches 
 cnr Main St and Grand Blvd, Seaford  
 Sunday 10.30am  
    Wardens:  
  Jane Cuthbert 0407 651 606 
  Helen Cook 0427 679 787  or 8386 3689 
 
Christ Church, Yankalilla 
 1st, 2nd & 4th Sundays – 11.00am 
 3rd Sunday – 10.00am Church Hall  
   “Walking With Jesus”  
  Warden: 
     Peter Filsell 0427 534 095 
 

St James’, Delamere (closed) 
 For information contact   
 Peter Filsell 0427 534 095 

 
Where there is a 5th Sunday in a 
month,  some service times will 

be different on that Sunday.  
 

See “For Your  
Diary” (p. 3) and/or check 

pewsheets/noticeboards/website 
for details. 
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June  2026 
Online Photo Supplement: St Stephen’s, Willunga 

Above: Hope is presented with her  
Baptism Candle 
 

L: “Ryan, I baptise you in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the  Holy 
Spirit.” 
 

Baptisms at St Ann’s, Aldinga 
28th June 
(See p. 4) 

R: Cathy is baptised 
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June 2026 
Colour Photo Supplement:  St Margaret’s, McLaren Vale 

Gathering at St Margaret’s, McLaren Vale  
for Sylvia Francis’ Funeral 

(See p. 7) 

Above: Di Best, Greg Roberts, Judy 
Wells 
 
 

L: Wendy Sandercock, Fr Paul and 
Helen Devenport 
 
 
 

Below: Paul Bell, Bill Cale 


